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Media coverage of the Danish cartoon crisis and the destruction of the Buddhas of Bamiyan left Westerners
with a strong impression that Islam does not countenance depiction of religious imagery. Jamal J. Elias
corrects this view by revealing the complexity of Islamic attitudes toward representational religious art.
Aisha’s Cushion emphasizes Islam’ s perceptual and intellectual modes and in so doing offers the reader both
insight into Islamic visual culture and a unique way of seeing the world.

Aisha’ s Cushion eval uates the controversies surrounding blasphemy and iconoclasm by exploring Islamic
societies at the time of Muhammad and the birth of Islam; during early contact between Arab Muslims and
Byzantine Christians; in medieval Anatoliaand India; and in modern times. Elias sinquiry then goes further,
to situate Islamic religious art in aglobal context. His comparisons with Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, and
Hindu attitudes toward religious art show them to be as contradictory as those of Islam. Contemporary
theories about art’s place in society inform Elias sinvestigation of how religious objects have been
understood across time and in different cultures.

Elias contends that 1slamic perspectives on representation and perception should be sought not only in
theological writings or aesthetic treatises but in arange of Islamic worksin areas as diverse as optics,
alchemy, dreaming, calligraphy, literature, vehicle and home decoration, and Sufi metaphysics. Unearthing
shades of meaning in Islamic thought throughout history, Elias offers fresh insight into the relations among
religion, art, and perception across a broad range of cultures.
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From reader reviews:
Eddie Drennan:

Book is usualy written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a

book. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant matter to bring us around the

world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Aishas Cushion: Religious
Art, Perception, and Practice in Islam will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptabl e book
with you?

Albertha Lemons:

This Aisha's Cushion: Religious Art, Perception, and Practice in Islam are usually reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Aisha's Cushion: Religious Art, Perception, and
Practice in Islam can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just smple
studying food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed people. Beside that this Aisha's Cushion: Religious Art, Perception, and Practicein Iam
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that
weredize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Bessie Kr aft:

That publication can make you to fedl relax. This particular book Aisha's Cushion: Religious Art, Perception,
and Practice in Islam was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Aisha's
Cushion: Religious Art, Perception, and Practice in Islam has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Charles Hopper:

Asascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Aisha's Cushion: Religious Art, Perception, and Practice in Islam can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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