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Petrography is the microscopic examination of thin sections of pottery to determine their precise
mineralogical composition. In this groundbreaking work, James B. Stoltman applies quantitative as well as
qualitative methods to the petrography of Native American ceramics. As explained in Ceramic Petrography
and Hopewell Interaction, by adapting refinements to the technique of petrography, Stoltman offers a
powerful new set of tools that enables fact-based and rigorous identification of the composition and sources
of pottery.
 
Stoltman’s subject is the cultural interaction among the Hopewell Interaction Sphere societies of the Ohio
Valley region and contemporary peoples of the Southeast. Inferring social and commercial relationships
between disparate communities by determining whether objects found in one settlement originated there or
elsewhere is a foundational technique of archaeology. The technique, however, rests on the informed but
necessarily imperfect visual inspection of objects by archaeologists. Petrography greatly amplifies
archaeologists’ ability to determine objects’ provenance with greater precision and less guesswork.
 
Using petrography to study a vast quantity of pottery samples sourced from Hopewell communities,
Stoltman is able for the first time to establish which items are local, which are local but atypical, and which
originated elsewhere. Another exciting possibility with petrography is to further determine the home source
of objects that came from afar. Thus, combining traditional qualitative techniques with a wealth of new
quantitative data, Ceramic Petrography and Hopewell Interaction offers a map of social and trade
relationships among communities within and beyond the Hopewell Interaction Sphere with much greater
precision and confidence than in the past.
 
Ceramic Petrography and Hopewell Interaction provides a clear and concise explanation of petrographic
methods, Stoltman’s findings about Hopewell and southeastern ceramics in various sites, and the fascinating
discovery that visits to Hopewell centers by southeastern Native Americans were not only for trade purposes
but more for such purposes as pilgrimages, vision- and power-questing, healing, and the acquisition of
knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Gailey:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart
in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Ceramic Petrography and Hopewell Interaction book
since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Miriam Ellis:

The book untitled Ceramic Petrography and Hopewell Interaction is the publication that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language
that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Ceramic Petrography and Hopewell Interaction from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Ronda Tollison:

This Ceramic Petrography and Hopewell Interaction is great guide for you because the content which is full
of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Ceramic
Petrography and Hopewell Interaction in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this
book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Ali Ellison:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Ceramic Petrography and Hopewell Interaction was
filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.
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