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The Ch’ol Maya who live in the western Mexican state of Chiapas are direct descendants of the Maya of the
Classic period. Exploring their history and culture, volume editor Karen Bassie-Sweet and the other authors
assembled here uncover clear continuity between contemporary Maya rituals and beliefs and their ancient
counterparts.

With evocative and thoughtful essays by leading scholars of Maya culture, The Ch’ol Maya of Chiapas, the
first collection to focus fully on the Ch’ol Maya, takes readers deep into ancient caves and reveals new
dimensions of Ch’ol cosmology. In contemporary Ch’ol culture the contributors find a wealth of historical
material that they then interweave with archaeological data to yield surprising and illuminating insights. The
colonial and twentieth-century descendants of the Postclassic period Ch’ol and Lacandon Ch’ol, for instance,
provide a window on the history and conquest of the early Maya. Several authors examine Early Classic
paintings in the Ch’ol ritual cave known as Jolja that document ancient cave ceremonies not unlike Ch’ol
rituals performed today, such as petitioning a cave-dwelling mountain spirit for health, rain, and abundant
harvests.

Other essays investigate deities identified with caves, mountains, lightning, and meteors to trace the
continuity of ancient Maya beliefs through the centuries, in particular the ancient origin of contemporary
rituals centering on the Ch’ol mountain deity Don Juan. An appendix containing three Ch’ol folktales and
their English translations rounds out the volume.

Charting paths literal and figurative to earlier trade routes, pre-Columbian sites, and ancient rituals and
beliefs, The Ch’ol Maya of Chiapas opens a fresh, richly informed perspective on Maya culture as it has
evolved and endured over the ages.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas.

Jolie Browne:

The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas
however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial considering.

Doris Rice:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Rene King:

Beside that The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Ch'ol
Maya of Chiapas because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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