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With roots that stretch from West Africa through the black pulpit, hip-hop emerged in the streets of the South
Bronx in the 1970s and has spread to the farthest corners of the earth. To the Break of Dawn uniquely
examines this freestyle verbal artistry on its own terms. A kid from Queens who spent his youth at the
epicenter of this new art form, music critic William Jelani Cobb takes readers inside the beats, the lyrics, and
the flow of hip-hop, separating mere corporate rappers from the creative MCs that forged the art in the
crucible of the street jam.

The four pillars of hip hop—break dancing, graffiti art, deejaying, and rapping—find their origins in
traditions as diverse as the Afro-Brazilian martial art Capoeira and Caribbean immigrants’ turnstile artistry.
Tracing hip-hop’s relationship to ancestral forms of expression, Cobb explores the cultural and literary
elements that are at its core. From KRS-One and Notorious B.I.G. to Tupac Shakur and Lauryn Hill, he
profiles MCs who were pivotal to the rise of the genre, verbal artists whose lineage runs back to the black
preacher and the bluesman.

Unlike books that focus on hip-hop as a social movement or a commercial phenomenon, To the Break of
Dawn tracks the music's aesthetic, stylistic, and thematic evolution from its inception to today's distinctly
regional sub-divisions and styles. Written with an insider's ear, the book illuminates hip-hop's innovations in
a freestyle form that speaks to both aficionados and newcomers to the art.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Wright:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by reading
a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit your needs
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of To the Break of Dawn: A Freestyle on
the Hip Hop Aesthetic book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Dollie Simmons:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This To the Break of Dawn: A Freestyle on the Hip Hop Aesthetic book is readable
through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected
with To the Break of Dawn: A Freestyle on the Hip Hop Aesthetic content conveys prospect easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different such as it. So , do you still thinking To the Break of Dawn: A Freestyle on the Hip Hop Aesthetic is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Shirley Wales:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This To the Break of Dawn: A Freestyle on
the Hip Hop Aesthetic is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Noel Klein:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this To the Break of Dawn: A Freestyle on
the Hip Hop Aesthetic.
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