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This Kindle eBook edition has been completely revised, reedited and updated with new inmate / officer
interviews and historical accounts! NOTE: This book contains graphic depictions of crime and prison
violence.

ALCATRAZ – the name alone said it all… It was meant to send a shudder down the spines of the nation's
most incorrigible criminals. It stripped Al Capone of his power. It tamed "Machine Gun" Kelly into a model
of decorum. It took the birds away from the Birdman of Alcatraz.

When prisoners boarded the boat for Alcatraz, they knew that they had reached the end of the line. Not only
was this the toughest of all Federal penitentiaries, but it was also said to be virtually escape-proof. The island
was a natural fortress, separated from the mainland by a narrow strait of freezing water and deadly currents.
This prison was the U.S. government’s drastic answer to the lawlessness unleashed under Prohibition, which
continued throughout the “Roaring Twenties” and into the teeth of the Great Depression. Alcatraz, with its
damp cold and austere isolation, its rigid discipline and strict rule of silence, was as tough as the criminals
that were sent there, and by the time the prison closed down in 1963, "the Rock" had indisputably done its
job.

Alcatraz - A Definitive History of the Penitentiary Years has sustained as a staple reference for staff
members and tour guides at Alcatraz, and remains one of the most comprehensive references chronicling the
history of the island. This mammoth reference navigates the Island's history through rarely seen documents,
interviews and hundreds of pages of historic photographs. Author interviews range from men such as
legendary FBI fugitive James “Whitey’ Bulger; Dale Stamphill, a principle in the 1938 escape with Doc
Barker and Henry Young; to Atom Spy Morton Sobell, the codefendant of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg.

Historian Michael Esslinger thoroughly details the prominent events, inmates, and life inside the most
infamous prison in American History. His research included hundreds of hours examining actual Alcatraz
inmate files (including rare original documents from Al Capone, Machine Gun Kelly, and over a hundred
others) exploring the prison grounds from the rooftop to the waterfront to help retrace events, escape routes,
in addition to conducting various interviews with former inmates & guards. Esslinger interviewed a variety
of principle figures, comprised of both inmates and officers who were either involved, on-duty or on
Alcatraz during nearly escape attempt. Interviews included inmates and officers that covered each era of
operations at Alcatraz from the early military period in the 1920’s, through the federal years: 1934 to 1963.

His study has resulted in detailed accounts of both the 1946 & 1962 Escape attempts. A detailed account of
the 1962 escape of Frank Morris and the Anglin Brothers provides rare insight extracted through photos, and
over 1,700 pages of FBI and Bureau of Prisons investigative notes.

Detailed narratives of Alcatraz's most notable inmates who include Robert Stroud (Birdman of Alcatraz), Al
Capone, Machine Gun Kelly, Frank Morris, the Anglin Brothers, Doc Barker, Joe Cretzer, Bernard Coy,
Miran Thompson, Sam Shockley, and many-many others. Alcatraz Federal Prison - A Definitive History of
the Penitentiary Years, is a comprehensive reference on the history of Alcatraz and contains one of the most
comprehensive archives of inmate and prison life photographs (nearly 1,000) from 1934-1963.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hodges:

The book Alcatraz: A Definitive History of the Penitentiary Years give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Alcatraz: A
Definitive History of the Penitentiary Years to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like available and read a publication Alcatraz: A Definitive History of the
Penitentiary Years. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this publication?

Danny Chamberland:

This Alcatraz: A Definitive History of the Penitentiary Years book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
That Alcatraz: A Definitive History of the Penitentiary Years without we realize teach the one who studying
it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Alcatraz: A Definitive History of the
Penitentiary Years can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Alcatraz: A Definitive History of the
Penitentiary Years having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Katrina Frey:

The book untitled Alcatraz: A Definitive History of the Penitentiary Years contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author
gives you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Joseph Vargas:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to your account is Alcatraz: A Definitive History of the Penitentiary Years this
publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was



represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all
of you.
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