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The polearms used by pikemen constituted the first stage of a military revolution that would force a change
in the tactics of warfare. The pike, a two-handed polearm with a long spear-like tip, originated in the
fourteenth century and was carried by infantry soldiers as defense against charging cavalry. The halberd, too,
proved a fearsome and pragmatic weapon used in the armies of medieval and post-medieval Europe. When
supplemented by pikemen, halberdiers became a formidable force.

Pikemen would dominate the battlefield until the late 1500s when new technology led to the implementation
of muskets and later bayonets. Early bayonets were long sword-like weapons which, like the pike, were
originally used to ward off cavalry charges. Part of the bayonet's utility rested with the fact that firearms
were cumbersome to reload. If the initial firing failed to dispatch the enemy, a bayonet charge might prove
necessary. Although the bayonet charge seldom, if ever, decided the victory, the bayonet proved useful in
trench warfare in conjunction with other weapons such as a rifle and hand grenade.

This book begins with a discussion of the edged weapons that were the forerunners to the bayonet: the pike
and the halberd. It then examines the physical drill and mental preparation required of the soldier to
successfully engage an enemy combatant with the bayonet. Next it covers military operations in which the
bayonet has served a primary function from the eighteenth century to modern day, followed by a study of the
utility of the bayonet in the age of firearms, particularly in World War I. The concluding remarks focus on
the popularity of the bayonet since its inception and the reasons why it survived as a weapon of the modern
battlefield.

Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World History of Edged Weapon Warfare is a book series that examines
the history of edged weapons in Europe, Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the Middle East and surrounding
areas before gunpowder increased the distance between combatants. The book series takes a critical look at
the relationship between the soldier, his weapon, and the social and political mores of the times. Each book
examines the historical background and metallurgic science of the knife, sword, or bayonet respectively, and
explores the handling characteristics and combat applications of each weapon. Save by purchasing the full
10-book series in a single paperback volume (538 pages). Look for Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World
History of Edged Weapon Warfare (the full series).

The full series comprises the following books, which can be read in any order:

1. Kukris and Gurkhas: Nepalese Kukri Combat Knives and the Men Who Wield Them
2. Machete, Kris, and Throwing Iron: Edged Weapons of Latin America, Indonesia, and Africa
3. Cold Steel: The Knife in Army, Navy, and Special Forces Operations
4. Japanese Swords: The Katana and Gunto in Medieval and Modern Japanese Warfare
5. Chinese Swords: The Evolution and Use of the Jian and Dao
6. Yatagan, Khanda, and Jamdhar: Swords and Sabers of Persia and India
7. Sickle Sword and Battle Axe: Edged Weapons of Ancient Egypt



8. Gladius and Spatha: Swords and Warfare in the Classical World
9. Longsword and Saber: Swords and Swordsmen of Medieval and Modern Europe
10. Pike, Halberd, and Bayonet: Sharp Weapons in Near Modern and Modern Warfare

Note that the books are written for those with an interest in exploring the historical beginnings of edged
weaponry, how edged weapons have been used in war in different parts of the world, and the value the
soldier attached to his weapon. Military, social, and political history is discussed. Arms collectors or others
with detailed interest in the finer points of weaponsmithing may want to look for books that are more heavily
illustrated.
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From reader reviews:

Jennie Groth:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Pike, Halberd, and Bayonet: Sharp
Weapons in Near Modern and Modern Warfare (Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World History of Edged
Weapon Warfare) to read.

James Kyles:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Pike, Halberd, and Bayonet: Sharp
Weapons in Near Modern and Modern Warfare (Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World History of Edged
Weapon Warfare) as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Pike, Halberd, and Bayonet: Sharp Weapons in Near Modern and Modern
Warfare (Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World History of Edged Weapon Warfare) to make your spare
time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Eldon Hall:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is called of book Pike, Halberd, and Bayonet: Sharp Weapons in Near Modern and Modern Warfare
(Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World History of Edged Weapon Warfare). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Daniel Moore:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can



add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Pike, Halberd, and Bayonet: Sharp Weapons in Near Modern and Modern Warfare (Knives,
Swords, and Bayonets: A World History of Edged Weapon Warfare) when you essential it?
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