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The Souls of Black Folk by W. E. B. Du Bois was acknowledged as a masterwork when first published in
1903. It hasinspired arich and varied range of responses in the intervening years. Eugene Victor
Wolfenstein builds on this discursive foundation in a reading of Souls that demonstrates its organic unity and
coherence.

Wolfenstein takes as hisinterpretive key the experience of the color line with which Du Bois's narrative
begins--the incident from his youth in which awhite girl refused his offer of avisiting card. In Wolfenstein's
view, thisinstance of misrecognition makes visible an aesthetic and affective configuration involving insult
and injury, both racial and personal; anger as the immediate response to the humiliating wound; and, when
that anger is suppressed, a melancholy retreat from the site of injury. At the level of lived experience, thisis
a pointed exampl e of the problem of the color line. Wolfenstein finds that Du Bois solved this problemin
twofold fashion: through proud and disciplined resistance to the impositions and injustices of white
supremacy, and through the developed capacity to rise above the field of battle and survey it from on high.
Souls, Wolfenstein contends, tells the story, at once personal and racial, of this struggle for recognition.

With its serious and respectful approach to this canonical work in African American social theory, A Gift of
the Spirit isafitting tribute to the enduring relevance of Du Bois's singular achievement.
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From reader reviews:
Willene Choate:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled A Gift of the Spirit: Reading the Souls of Black Folk
(Psychoanalysis and Social Theory) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

JamesMiguel:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because al of thistime you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. A Gift of the Spirit: Reading the Souls of Black Folk (Psychoanalysis and
Socia Theory) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short extratime
problems.

James Fong:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better
to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirementsis A Gift of the Spirit: Reading the Souls of Black Folk (Psychoanalysis
and Socia Theory) this reserve consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. That
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it
is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Thisiswhy
this book appropriate all of you.

Bobbie Freeman:

Y ou can obtain this A Gift of the Spirit: Reading the Souls of Black Folk (Psychoanalysis and Socia

Theory) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you
get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.
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