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An exceptional man, an extraordinary career – a life of Seán MacBride, Ireland’s most distinguished
statesman

Seán MacBride (1904–1988) was at different times the Chief of Staff of the IRA, a top criminal lawyer,
leader of Clann na Poblachta, Irish Foreign Minister, UN Commissioner, and a founding member of
Amnesty International. He is the only person to have won both the Nobel Peace Prize (1974) and the Lenin
Peace Prize (1977).

Seán MacBride, A Life, by accomplished historian Elizabeth Keane, is the first complete biography of this
multifaceted, complex and internationally renowned Irish politician. From revolutionary terrorist to
conservative constitutional politician to liberal elder statesman and international humanitarian, Seán
MacBride uncovers the political and personal story of one of twentieth-century Ireland’s most controversial
figures.

Seán MacBride begins with MacBride’s birth in Paris in 1904. With icons of the nationalist movement in
Ireland for parents, MacBride’s future as a politician was fated: his father John MacBride was a Boer War
hero executed for his role in the Easter Rising of 1916; his mother Maud Gonne was an outspoken
revolutionary and the lost love and muse of Ireland’s most famous poet W.B. Yeats.

Seán MacBride then looks at MacBride’s membership of the IRA, which he joined as teenager. He fought in
both the Irish War of Independence and the Irish Civil War. Seán MacBride charts his rapid rise through the
ranks, looking at how he became the Director of Intelligence and later Chief of Staff of the IRA before
relinquishing his position and becoming a top criminal barrister.

MacBride entered Dáil Éireann for the first time in 1947 as the leader of Clann na Poblachta, and formed the
first coalition government in Irish history in 1948. Appointed Minister for External Affairs (Foreign
Minister), Seán MacBride considers MacBride’s tenure in office, which included overseeing the acceptance
of the European Convention on Human Rights, the rejection of NATO and Ireland’s exit from the
Commonwealth. His refusal to support fellow Clann na Poblachta TD Noël Browne’s Mother-and-Child
Scheme in the face of the opposition of the Catholic bishops led to the collapse of the coalition.

MacBride lost his seat in the 1957 election, retired officially from Irish party politics and entered the third
phase of his life: international statesman and human rights activist. Seán MacBride looks at the pivotal role
MacBride played in European and international politics and human rights over the course of his later years,
including founding Amnesty International, opposing apartheid in South Africa and agitating against nuclear
armament.

Few Irish politicians have had such an impact domestically and internationally. From MacBride’s violent
IRA beginnings to his later advocacy of peace in politics, Seán MacBride, A Life captures the twists and
turns of a fascinating career. A figure of national and international importance, one of the most distinguished



Irish people of the twentieth century, he has found a biographer of authority and assurance in Elizabeth
Keane, whose survey of his life and times is astute, insightful and convincing.

Praise for Elizabeth Keane:

‘A singular voice in Irish history’
The Sunday Business Post
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From reader reviews:

Linnie Martinez:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Seán MacBride, A Life: From IRA Revolutionary to
International Statesman.

Eleanor Bender:

In other case, little persons like to read book Seán MacBride, A Life: From IRA Revolutionary to
International Statesman. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important the book Seán MacBride, A Life: From IRA Revolutionary to International Statesman. You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Cheree Kramer:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Seán
MacBride, A Life: From IRA Revolutionary to International Statesman suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Seán MacBride, A Life: From IRA
Revolutionary to International Statesmanis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware
of the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So
that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Marie Clemmer:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is usually Seán MacBride, A Life: From IRA
Revolutionary to International Statesman. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many



advantages.
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