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Sentimentalism emerged in eighteenth-century Europe as a moral philosophy founded on the belief that
individuals are able to form relationships and communities because they can, by an effort of the imagination,
understand one another’s feelings. American authors of both sexes who accepted these views cultivated
readers’ sympathy with others in order to promote self-improvement, motivate action to relieve suffering,
reinforce social unity, and build national identity. Entwined with domesticity and imperialism and finding
expression in literature and in public and private rituals, sentimentalism became America’s dominant
ideology by the early nineteenth century. Sentimental writings and practices had political uses, some
reformist and some repressive. They played major roles in the formation of bourgeois consciousness.

The first new collection of scholarly essays on American sentimentalism since 1999, this volume brings
together ten recent studies, eight published here for the first time. The Introduction assesses the current state
of sentimentalism studies; the Afterword reflects on sentimentalism as a liberal discourse central to
contemporary political thought as well as literary studies. Other contributors, exploring topics characteristic
of the field today, examine nineteenth-century authors’ treatments of education, grief, social inequalities,
intimate relationships, and community.

This volume has several distinctive features. It illustrates sentimentalism’s appropriation of an array of
literary forms (advice literature, personal narrative, and essays on education and urban poverty as well as
poetry and the novel) objects (memorial volumes), and cultural practices (communal singing, benevolence).
It includes four essays on poetry, less frequently studied than fiction. It identifies internal contradictions that
eventually fractured sentimentalism’s viability as a belief system—yet suggests that the protean sentimental
mode accommodated itself to revisionary and ironized literary uses, thus persisting long after twentieth-
century critics pronounced it a casualty of the Civil War. This collection also offers fresh perspectives on
three esteemed authors not usually classified as sentimentalists—Sarah Piatt, Walt Whitman, and Henry
James—thus demonstrating that sentimental topics and techniques informed “realism” and “modernism” as
they emerged Offering close readings of nineteenth-century American texts and practices, this book
demonstrates both the limits of sentimentalism and its wide and lasting influence.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Moreno:

The book Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century America: Literary and Cultural Practices can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
very important thing like a book Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century America: Literary and Cultural
Practices? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century
America: Literary and Cultural Practices has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Wanda Crane:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which you should start with. This Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century America:
Literary and Cultural Practices is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Eddie Drennan:

The book Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century America: Literary and Cultural Practices will bring that you
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century
America: Literary and Cultural Practices is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jeannie Brenner:

Precisely why? Because this Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century America: Literary and Cultural Practices
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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