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Historians of ancient Greece and Rome are sometimes hesitant to engage with the well-documented fact that
Greek and Roman men regularly engaged in same-sex sexual relations with younger men. In a similar vein,
scholars have constructed elaborate social explanations for Sappho, a 6th-century woman from the island of
Lesbos who wrote passionate poetry about her erotic relations with a number of women, in order to avoid her
apparent sexual orientation. On the other hand, in recent times the Greeks and Romans have occasionally
been idealized as prototypes of modern homosexuality or bisexuality. In this engaging, cross-disciplinary
book, Ormand argues that the Greeks and Romans thought of sex and sexuality in ways fundamentally
different from our own. Ormand's exploration of Greek and Roman sexual practice allows readers the
opportunity to see how attitudes and beliefs about sex?sexuality, in short?functioned in the early civilizations
of the West, and how those attitudes reveal the unspoken rules that defined public and private behavior.

Ormand treats Greece and Rome in separate sections, with ample cross-references and comparisons. Within
each section, individual chapters focus on different types of texts and visual arts. Just as sexuality is
presented differently in our legal cases than it is on television sitcoms, or supermarket tabloids, the reader
will naturally find that the Greeks and Romans talk one way about sex, love, and marriage in legal speeches
and another way in comedies, satires, and philosophical texts. Ormand's analysis takes into account changes
in attitude over time, as well as different modes of presenting a complex and interconnected set of social
beliefs and behaviors.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Controlling Desires: Sexuality in Ancient Greece and
Rome (Praeger Series on the Ancient World). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important a new book Controlling Desires: Sexuality in Ancient Greece and
Rome (Praeger Series on the Ancient World). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Patrick Lyon:

The reason why? Because this Controlling Desires: Sexuality in Ancient Greece and Rome (Praeger Series
on the Ancient World) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter
it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write
the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

John Ray:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Controlling Desires: Sexuality in Ancient Greece and Rome (Praeger Series on the Ancient World) your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely
will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one web
form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Controlling Desires: Sexuality in
Ancient Greece and Rome (Praeger Series on the Ancient World) giving you another experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Patricia Phipps:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can



add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Controlling Desires: Sexuality in Ancient Greece and Rome (Praeger Series on the Ancient World) when
you needed it?
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