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In this ambitious and provocative text, environmental historian Ted Steinberg offers a sweeping history of
the United States--a history that places the environment at the very center of the narrative. Now in anew
edition, Down to Earth reenvisions the story of America"from the ground up.” It reveals how focusing on
plants, animals, climate, and other ecological factors can radically change the way that we think about the
past. Examining such familiar topics as colonization, the industrial revolution, slavery, the Civil War, and the
emergence of consumer culture, Steinberg recounts how the natural world influenced the course of human
history. From the colonists' attempts to impose order on the land to modern efforts to sell the wilderness as a
consumer good, he reminds readers that many critical episodesin U.S. history were, in fact, environmental
events. The text highlights the ways in which Americans have attempted to reshape and control nature, from
Thomas Jefferson's surveying plan, which divided the national landscape into a grid, to the transformation of
animals, crops, and even water into commodities.

In thisthird edition, Steinberg addresses the role of corporationsin U.S. environmental history, in part by

exploring the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil-spill in the Gulf of Mexico. He has also updated the discussion of
climate change in order to offer afuller assessment of U.S. policy and its world-historical importance.
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From reader reviews:
Michadl Decker:

This book untitled Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will
easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Sandra M aes:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History this guide consist alot of the information on the
condition of thisworld now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study
when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Lawrence Hur st:

Isit anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Down to Earth: Nature's Rolein American
History can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Mar shall Jackson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American
History can give you alot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to
get success. Thisreserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Down to Earth: Nature's Role
in American History.
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