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An hundred and fifty years are scarce elapsed since the clouds of prejudice, which had long overspread the
world, began to clear up, and men were convinced, by cultivating the Sciences, and attending to Nature, that
no fanciful hypotheses would ever lead them to the true causes of those various phenomenathat incessantly
and every where meet the observer's eye; but that the narrow limits of the human understanding confine the
course of our researches to one single path; namely, that of Experiment, or the Use of our Senses. Yet, in this
short period, Natural Philosophy hath risen to a high pitch of improvement, and may with truth be said to
have made much greater advances towards perfection, since the experimental method was introduced, than in
the many ages before.

Thisistrue with regard to every branch of Natural Philosophy; but more particularly with regard to
Chymistry. Though this Science cannot be said to have ever existed without experiments, yet it laboured
under the same disadvantages with the rest; because those who studied it made all their experiments with a
view to confirm their own Hypotheses, and in consequence of principles which had no foundation whatever,
but in their wild imaginations.

Hence arose that enormous heap, that incongruous jumble of facts, which some time ago constituted all the
knowledge of Chymists. Most of them, and especially those who assumed the pompousttitle of Alchymists,
were persuaded that all the Metals were no other than Nature's rude unfinished essays towards making Gold;
which, by means of due coction in the bowels of the earth, advanced gradually towards maturity, till at last
they were perfectly converted into that beautiful and precious Metal.

On this principle, which, if not demonstrably false, is at least utterly destitute of proof, and unsupported by a
single observation, they attempted to finish what Nature had begun, by procuring to the imperfect Metals this
much desired coction. To attain it they made an infinite number of experiments and trials; which all
conspired to detect the falsity of their system, and to satisfy men of sense, that the methods they employed
were very far from answering the purpose.

However, as facts always promote the knowledge of Nature, it happened that those experiments, though
guite useless with regard to the end for which they were originally made, proved the occasion of several
curious discoveries.

These lucky consequences of their mistaken labours raised the courage of the Chymists, or rather
Alchymists, who looked upon every such instance of success as a new step towards the Grand Work, and
greatly increased the fond opinion they entertained of themselves, and of their Art, which, on that account,
they set up very high above all other Sciences. Nay, they carried this notion of superiority so far, asto hold
the rest of mankind unworthy, or incapable, of rising to such sublime knowledge. In consequence thereof
Chymistry became an occult and mysterious Science; its expressions were all tropes and figures, its phrases
metaphorical, and its axioms so many enigmas: in short, an obscure unintelligible jargon is the justest
character of the Alchymistic Language.
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From reader reviews:
Randy North:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Elements of the Theory and Practice of
Chymistry: 5th ed. (English Edition) iskind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Christopher Hunnicutt:

This Elements of the Theory and Practice of Chymistry: 5th ed. (English Edition) are generally reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Elements of the Theory
and Practice of Chymistry: 5th ed. (English Edition) can be on the list of great books you must haveis
usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that probably
will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditionsin e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Elements of the Theory and
Practice of Chymistry: 5th ed. (English Edition) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Babby House:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this year; every people lovesto read a book. When you study a book
you can get alot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has alot of
information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If you
would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and aso soon. The Elements of the
Theory and Practice of Chymistry: 5th ed. (English Edition) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Doris Cobb:

Y ou will get this Elements of the Theory and Practice of Chymistry: 5th ed. (English Edition) by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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