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During the early modern period, hundreds of Turks and Moorstraded in English and Welsh ports, dazzled
English society with exotic cuisine and Arabian horses, and worked small jobs in London, while the
"Barbary Corsairs' raided coastal towns and, if captured, lingered in Plymouth jails or stood trial in
Southampton courtrooms. In turn, Britons fought in Muslim armies, traded and settled in Moroccan or
Tunisian harbor towns, joined the international community of piratesin Mediterranean and Atlantic outposts,
served in Algerian households and ships, and endured captivity from Salee to Alexandria and from Fez to
Mocha.

In Turks, Moors, and Englishmen, Nabil Matar vividly presents new data about Anglo-Islamic socia and
historical interactions. Rather than looking exclusively at literary works, which tended to present
unidimensional stereotypes of Muslims?Shakespeare's "superstitious Moor" or Goffe's "raging Turke,” to
name only two?Matar delves into hitherto unexamined English prison depositions, captives memoirs,
government documents, and Arabic chronicles and histories. The result is asignificant alternative to the
prevailing discourse on Islam, which nearly always centers around ethnocentrism and attempts at dominance
over the non-Western world, and an astonishing revelation about the realities of exchange and familiarity
between England and Muslim society in the Elizabethan and early Stuart periods.

Concurrent with England's engagement and "discovery" of the Muslims was the "discovery" of the American
Indians. In an original analysis, Matar shows how Hakluyt and Purchas taught their readers not only about
America but about the Muslim dominions, too; how there were more reasons for Britons to venture eastward
than westward; and how, in the period under study, more Englishmen lived in North Africathan in North
America. Although Matar notes the sharp political and colonial differences between the English encounter
with the Muslims and their encounter with the Indians, he shows how Elizabethan and Stuart writers
articulated Musdlim in terms of Indian, and Indian in terms of Muslim. By superimposing the sexual
constructions of the Indians onto the Muslims, and by applying to them the ideology of holy war which had
legitimated the destruction of the Indians, English writers prepared the groundwork for orientalism and for
the eighteenth- and nineteenth-century conquest of Mediterranean Islam.

Matar's detailed research provides a new direction in the study of England's geographic imagination. It also
illuminates the subtleties and interchangeability of stereotype, racism, and demonization that must be taken
into account in any responsible depiction of English history.
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From reader reviews:
Rachel Robbins:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typicaly the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Turks,
Moors, and Englishmen in the Age of Discovery? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. Y ou aready
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Patricia M attox:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Turks, Moors, and Englishmen in the Age
of Discovery will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Margaret Morales:

This Turks, Moors, and Englishmen in the Age of Discovery tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Turks, Moors, and Englishmen in the Age of
Discovery can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food
but feed you with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Turks, Moors, and Englishmen in the Age of Discovery forcing you to have an enormous of experience such
asrich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Antonio Nelson:

Beside this Turks, Moors, and Englishmen in the Age of Discovery in your phone, it could possibly give you
away to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got hereis
fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It
is good thing to have Turks, Moors, and Englishmen in the Age of Discovery because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's al about. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as
read it from currently!
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