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"A story of honor and bloody revenge." The legend of the 47 ronin is one of the most popular and best
known stories about the samurai in Japan. It is often referred to as the country's "national legend" and is the
most revered example of the samurai code of honor, bushido, put to the ultimate test. The story tells of a
group of samurai who, in 1701, were left leaderless (becoming ronin) after their daimyo (feudal lord) Asano
Naganori was compelled to commit seppuku (ritual suicide) for assaulting a court official named Kira
Yoshinaka. The ronin, led by Asano's chief councilor, Oishi Yoshio, avenged their master's honor by killing
Kira, after waiting and planning for almost two years. In turn, the ronin were themselves forced to commit
seppuku for committing the crime of murder. With much embellishment, this true story was popularized in
Japanese culture as emblematic of the loyalty, sacrifice, persistence, and honor that people should preserve in
their daily lives. The popularity of the almost mythical tale was enhanced by rapid modernization following
the fall of the shogun during the Meiji era of Japanese history. Many versions of the events appeared and the
story of the 47 ronin continues to be popular in Japan to this day. This book traces the history of the story
through various retellings. It includes the first English version to appear in print, from Isaac Titsingh's
"Illustrations of Japan", published in 1822, plus the second from "The Capital of the Tycoon" by Rutherford
Alcock. It also includes in full "The Forty-Seven Ronins" from "Tales of Old Japan" by A. B. Mitford (plus
his account of seppuku/hara-kiri), "The Loyal Ronins" by Shunsui Tamenaga, translated by Shiuichiro Saito
and Edward Greey and "The Forty-Seven Ronin" by James Murdoch from "A History of Japan". This is a
comprehensive collection which brings together some of the best known versions of the story and serves as a
perfect introduction to the legendary tale of the 47 ronin. For more information please visit Purple Rose at
www.purplerosebooks.com and view our other titles and new releases.
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From reader reviews:

Daniele Vaugh:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve 47 Ronin will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some
of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Susannah Williams:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually 47 Ronin. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides
can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get
many advantages.

Sara Matthews:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and 47 Ronin or maybe others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes 47 Ronin to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Christopher Small:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available
for anyone. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just seeking the 47 Ronin when you desired it?
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