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In this explosive debut thriller by the author of Empire of Blue Water, a brilliant homicide detective returns
home, where she confronts a city’s dark demons and her own past while pursuing a brutal serial killer on a
vengeful rampage.

Absalom “Abbie” Kearney grew up an outsider in her own hometown. Even being the adopted daughter of a
revered cop couldn’t keep Abbie’s troubled past from making her a misfit in the working-class Irish
American enclave of South Buffalo. And now, despite a Harvard degree and a police detective’s badge, she
still struggles to earn the respect and trust of those she’s sworn to protect. But all that may change, once the
killing starts.

When Jimmy Ryan’s mangled corpse is found in a local church basement, this sadistic sacrilege sends a
bone-deep chill through the winter-whipped city. It also seems to send a message—one that Abbie believes
only the fiercely secretive citizens of the neighborhood known as “the County” understand. But in a town
ruled by an old-world code of silence and secrecy, her search for answers is stonewalled at every turn, even
by fellow cops. Only when Abbie finds a lead at the Gaelic Club, where war stories, gossip, and confidences
flow as freely as the drink, do tongues begin to wag—with desperate warnings and dire threats. And when
the killer’s mysterious calling card appears on her own doorstep, the hunt takes a shocking twist into her own
family’s past. As the grisly murders and grim revelations multiply, Abbie wages a chilling battle of wits with
a maniac who sees into her soul, and she swears to expose the County’s hidden history—one bloody body at
a time.

With Black Irish, Stephen Talty stakes a place beside Jo Nesbø, John Sandford, and Tana French on the
cutting edge of psychological crime thrillers.

Praise for Black Irish
 
“Abbie Kearney is one of the most intriguing new suspense protagonists in memory, and Black Irish marks
the captivating start of a brilliant thriller series.”—Tess Gerritsen
 
“Luxuriantly cinematic . . . a compulsively readable crime thriller . . . Move over V. I. Warshawski; Buffalo
gets its own crime novel heroine.”—The Buffalo News
 
“A suspenseful debut novel with a circuitous plot . . . Black Irish is simply a riveting read.”—Booklist
(starred review)
 
“Talty shows his chops when recounting [Buffalo’s] Irish roots.”—Kirkus Reviews
 
“Talty does a fine job portraying the cohesiveness of the Irish, their loyalty to one another, and their
obsession with their history. . . . A memorable story of betrayal and vengeance.”—Publishers Weekly



From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Hester Crutchfield:

This book untitled Black Irish: A Novel to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly,
that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Anne Stewart:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a e-book. The book Black Irish: A Novel it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Lillian Tobias:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Black Irish: A Novel
that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick
Black Irish: A Novel become your current starter.

Roberta Granger:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Black Irish: A Novel can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you
who have those short extra time problems.
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