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The personal narratives of nine 20th-century Catholic female authors—Monica Baldwin, Antonia White,
Mary McCarthy, Mary Gordon, Mary Daly, Barbara Ferraro, Patricia Hussey, Karen Armstrong, and Patricia
Hampl—speak eloquently about the process of departure from the church and its institutions. This study
explores each author’s breaking of the taboo associated with women leaving their "proper place." It locates
five themes at the heart of all of their narratives: reversal, boundary crossing, diaspora, renaming, and
recycling. Debra Campbell grapples with the spirituality of departure depicted by all nine women, for whom
the very process of leaving Catholic institutions is a Catholic enterprise. These narratives support the popular
maxim that no one ever really leaves the church. In the final chapter, Campbell examines narratives of
return, confirming the book’s overarching theme that neither departure nor return is ever finished.
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From reader reviews:

William Hoover:

The experience that you get from Graceful Exits: Catholic Women and the Art of Departure may be the more
deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Graceful Exits: Catholic Women and the Art of Departure
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Graceful Exits:
Catholic Women and the Art of Departure instantly.

Lorraine Edler:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
Graceful Exits: Catholic Women and the Art of Departure.

Susan Hare:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Graceful Exits: Catholic Women and the
Art of Departure is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Robert Shaw:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Graceful Exits: Catholic Women and the Art
of Departure or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes Graceful Exits: Catholic Women and the Art of Departure to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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