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"These notes are about the process of design: the process of inventing things which display new physical
order, organization, form, in response to function." This book, opening with these words, presents an entirely
new theory of the process of design.

In the first part of the book, Mr. Alexander discusses the process by which a form is adapted to the context of
human needs and demands that has called it into being. He shows that such an adaptive process will be
successful only if it proceeds piecemeal instead of all at once. It is for this reason that forms from traditional
unselfconscious cultures, molded not by designers but by the slow pattern of changes within tradition, are so
beautifully organized and adapted. When the designer, in our own self-conscious culture, is called on to
create a form that is adapted to its context he is unsuccessful, because the preconceived categories out of
which he builds his picture of the problem do not correspond to the inherent components of the problem, and
therefore lead only to the arbitrariness, willfulness, and lack of understanding which plague the design of
modern buildings and modern cities.

In the second part, Mr. Alexander presents a method by which the designer may bring his full creative
imagination into play, and yet avoid the traps of irrelevant preconception. He shows that, whenever a
problem is stated, it is possible to ignore existing concepts and to create new concepts, out of the structure of
the problem itself, which do correspond correctly to what he calls the subsystems of the adaptive process. By
treating each of these subsystems as a separate subproblem, the designer can translate the new concepts into
form. The form, because of the process, will be well-adapted to its context, non-arbitrary, and correct.

The mathematics underlying this method, based mainly on set theory, is fully developed in a long appendix.
Another appendix demonstrates the application of the method to the design of an Indian village.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Sowa:

The book Notes on the Synthesis of Form can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Notes on the Synthesis of
Form? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Notes on the Synthesis of
Form has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Bernard Lewis:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important normally. The book Notes on the Synthesis of Form was making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication
Notes on the Synthesis of Form is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Notes on the Synthesis of Form. You never feel lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Bruce Harrison:

Here thing why this specific Notes on the Synthesis of Form are different and trustworthy to be yours. First
of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Notes on the Synthesis of Form giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Notes on the Synthesis of Form.
It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation
area, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Notes on the Synthesis of Form in e-book can be your alternative.

Dennis Carson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Notes on the Synthesis of Form book is readable by means
of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Notes on
the Synthesis of Form content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking
Notes on the Synthesis of Form is not loveable to be your top record reading book?
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