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Sexual blackmail first reached public notice in the late eighteenth century when laws against sodomy were
exploited by the unscrupulous to extort money from those they could entrap. Angus McLaren chronicles this
parasitic crime, tracing its expansion in England and the United States through the Victorian era and into the
first half of the twentieth century. The labeling of certain sexual acts as disreputable, if not actually criminal-
-abortion, infidelity, prostitution, and homosexuality--armed would-be blackmailers and led to a crescendo of
court cases and public scandals in the 1920s and 1930s. As the importance of sexual respectability was
inflated, so too was the spectacle of its loss.

Charting the rise and fall of sexual taboos and the shifting tides of shame, McLaren enables us to survey
evolving sexual practices and discussions. He has mined the archives to tell his story through a host of
fascinating characters and cases, from male bounders to designing women, from badger games to gold
diggers, from victimless crimes to homosexual outing. He shows how these stories shocked, educated,
entertained, and destroyed the lives of their victims. He also demonstrates how muckraking journalists, con
men, and vengeful women determined the boundaries of sexual respectability and damned those considered
deviant. Ultimately, the sexual revolution of the 1960s blurred the long-rigid lines of respectability, leading
to a rapid decline of blackmail fears. This fascinating view of the impact of regulating sexuality from the late
Victorian Age to our own time demonstrates the centrality of blackmail to sexual practices, deviance, and the
law.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Waldman:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Sexual
Blackmail: A Modern History suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled Sexual Blackmail: A Modern Historyis the main one of several books that
will everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you
a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Anh Huckaby:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Sexual Blackmail: A Modern History, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Bryan Lewis:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Sexual Blackmail: A Modern History offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Josephine Widman:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. With the book Sexual Blackmail: A Modern History we can take more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Sexual
Blackmail: A Modern History. You can more appealing than now.
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