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Combining literary criticism and feminist analysis, Death and Dissymmetry radically reinterprets not only
the Book of Judges but also the tradition of its reception and understanding in the West. In Mieke Bal's
account, Judges documents the Israglite culture learning to articulate itself in a decisive period of transition.

Counter to standard readings of Judges, Bal's interpretation demonstrates that the book has a political and
ideological coherence in which the treatment of women plays a pivotal role. Bal concentrates here not on the
assassinations and battles that rage through Judges but on the violence in the domestic lives of individual
characters, particularly sexual violence directed at women. Her skillful reading reveals that murder, in this
text, relates to gender and reflects a social structure that isinherently contradictory. By foregrounding the
stories of women and subjecting them to subtle narrative analysis, sheis able to expose a set of
preoccupations that are essential to the sense of these stories but are not articulated in them. Bal thereby
develops a "countercoherence” in conflict with the apparent emphases of Judges—the politics, wars, and
historiography that have been the constant focus of commentators on the book.

Death and Dissymmetry makes an important contribution to the development of a feminist method of

interpreting ancient texts, with consequences for religious studies, ancient history, literary theory, and gender
studies.
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From reader reviews:
Ann Gross:

The knowledge that you get from Death and Dissymmetry: The Politics of Coherence in the Book of Judges
(Chicago Studiesin the History of Judaism) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in
the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Death and Dissymmetry: The Politics of Coherence in the Book of Judges (Chicago Studiesin the History of
Judaism) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveystheir point in selected way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Death and Dissymmetry: The
Politics of Coherence in the Book of Judges (Chicago Studiesin the History of Judaism) instantly.

L edie Bennett:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Death and
Dissymmetry: The Palitics of Coherence in the Book of Judges (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism)
that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to end up being success person. So, for al of you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you could pick Death and Dissymmetry: The Palitics of Coherence in the Book of Judges
(Chicago Studiesin the History of Judaism) become your current starter.

Bessie Hall:

Isit anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Death and Dissymmetry: The Politics of Coherencein
the Book of Judges (Chicago Studiesin the History of Judaism) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The
new book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this new erais
common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

L ois Schooley:

As astudent exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library aswell asto
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways



to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Death and Dissymmetry: The Politics of Coherence in the Book of
Judges (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism) can make you feel more interested to read.
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