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When the wind of the 1960s blew through the world of psychiatry

In 1961, when Franco Basaglia arrived outside the grim walls of the Gorizia asylum, on the Italian border
with Yugoslavia, it was a place of horror, a Bedlam for the mentally sick and excluded, redolent of
Basaglia’s own wartime experience inside a fascist gaol. Patients were frequently restrained for long periods,
and therapy was largely a matter of electric and insulin shocks. The corridors stank, and for many of the
interned the doors were locked for life. This was a concentration camp, not a hospital.

Basaglia, the new Director, was expected to practise all the skills of oppression in which he had been
schooled, but he would have none of this. The place had to be closed down by opening it up from the inside,
bringing freedom and democracy to the patients, the nurses and the psychiatrists working in that “total
institution.”

Inspired by the writings of authors such as Primo Levi, R.D. Laing, Erving Goffman, Michel Foucault and
Frantz Fanon, and the practices of experimental therapeutic communities in the UK, Basaglia’s seminal work
as a psychiatrist and campaigner in Gorizia, Parma and Trieste fed into and substantially contributed to the
national and international movement of 1968. In 1978 a law was passed (the “Basaglia law”) which
sanctioned the closure of the entire Italian asylum system.

The first comprehensive study of this revolutionary approach to mental health care, The Man Who Closed the
Asylums is a gripping account of one of the most influential movements in twentieth-century psychiatry,
which helped to transform the way we see mental illness. Basaglia’s work saved countless people from a
miserable existence, and his legacy persists, as an object lesson in the struggle against the brutality and
ignorance that the establishment peddles to the public as common sense.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

The book The Man Who Closed the Asylums: Franco Basaglia and the Revolution in Mental Health Care
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make reading a book The Man Who Closed the Asylums: Franco Basaglia and the Revolution in Mental
Health Care for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
available and read a publication The Man Who Closed the Asylums: Franco Basaglia and the Revolution in
Mental Health Care. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this reserve?

Pam Wright:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Man Who Closed the Asylums: Franco Basaglia and the
Revolution in Mental Health Care book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The Man Who Closed the Asylums: Franco Basaglia and
the Revolution in Mental Health Care content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking The
Man Who Closed the Asylums: Franco Basaglia and the Revolution in Mental Health Care is not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

Jere Araujo:

The event that you get from The Man Who Closed the Asylums: Franco Basaglia and the Revolution in
Mental Health Care is the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Man Who Closed
the Asylums: Franco Basaglia and the Revolution in Mental Health Care giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We recommend you for having this The Man Who Closed the Asylums: Franco Basaglia and the Revolution
in Mental Health Care instantly.

Ali Ellison:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Man Who Closed the
Asylums: Franco Basaglia and the Revolution in Mental Health Care is simple to create you can read it in the



park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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