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A little-known gem, the text of Barthes's What |s Sport? was never reprinted in the Seuil editions of his
Complete Works—neither the three-volume version nor the later five-volume edition. It is published herein a
graceful and faithful English trandation by Pulitzer Prize winner Richard Howard. Originally commissioned
by the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation as the text for a documentary film directed by Hubert Aquin,
What I's Sport? was written three years after the publication of Barthes' s Mythol ogies (1957) and bears
considerable resemblance to that work. Some of Barthes's best writing seems to have been inspired by
popular culture.

Once again blurring the distinction between high and low, the great French literary theorist muses
philosophically on the question: What is sport? In investigating the phenomenon of sport, Barthes considers
five national sports: bullfighting (Spain), car racing (America), cycling (France), hockey (Canada), and
soccer (England). For Barthes, sport is spectacle and serves the primary socia function that theater once did
in antiquity, collecting a city or nation within a shared experience. The real pleasure of this book, however,
lieslessinits generalities than in its fleeting, strangely haunting moments of insight. It makes an appropriate
gift for any sport enthusiast as well as those interested in the writing of Roland Barthes.
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From reader reviews:
Richard Tipton:

Here thing why this particular What Is Sport? are different and reliable to be yours. First of al studying a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which isthe content is as delicious as food or not.
What |I's Sport? giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but thereis no guide that similar with What Is Sport?. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you
are having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of What Is Sport?in e-book can be your
substitute.

IrisWright:

Typically the book What Is Sport? will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author
styleto elucidate the ideais very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book What Is Sport? is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the
e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Betsy Haley:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love What |s Sport?, you are able to enjoy both. Itis
very good combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Juan Gilbert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So
you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading
isvery important as well as book asto be the factor. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is What |s Sport?.
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