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William Wiley was typical of most soldiers who served in the armies of the North and South during the Civil
War. A poorly educated farmer from Peoria, he enlisted in the summer of 1862 in the 77th Illinois Infantry, a
unit that participated in most of the major campaigns waged in Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, and Alabama.
Recognizing that the great conflict would be a defining experiencein hislife, Wiley attempted to maintain a
diary during his years of service. Frequent illnesses kept him from the ranks for extended periods of time,
and hefilled the many gapsin his diary after the war. When viewed as a postwar memoir rather than a period
diary, Wiley's narrative assumes great importance as it weaves a fascinating account of the army life of Billy
Y ank.

Rather than focus on the noble and heroic aspects of war, Wiley reveals how basic the lives of most soldiers
actually were. He describes at length his experiences with sickness, both on land and at sea, and the
monotony of daily military life. He seldom mentions army leaders, evidence of how little private soldiers
knew of them or the larger drama in which they played a part. Instead, he writes fondly of his small circle of
regimental friends, fills his pages with refreshing anecdotes, records troop movements, details contact with
civilians, and describes the appearance of the countryside through which he passed. In the epilogue, Terrence
J. Winschel recounts Wiley's complex and often frustrating struggle to obtain his military pension after the
war.

Wiley was an ingenious misspeller, and his words are transcribed just as he wrote them more than 130 years
ago. Through his simple language, we come to know and care for this common man who made a common
soldier. His story transcends the barriers of time and distance, and places the reader in the midst of men who
experienced both the horror and the tedium of war.

Winschel's rich annotation fleshes out Wiley's narrative and provides an enlightening historical perspective.
Scholars and buffs alike, especially those fascinated by operationsin the lower Mississippi Valley and along
the Gulf Coast, will relish Wiley's honest portrait of the ordinary serviceman's Civil War.
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From reader reviews:
John Dudley:

This book untitled The Civil War Diary of a Common Soldier: William Wiley of the 77th Illinois Infantry to
be one of several books which best seller in thisyear, that is because when you read this e-book you can get
alot of benefit onit. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is nho reason to you personally to past this e-book from your
list.

David Soto:

The Civil War Diary of aCommon Soldier: William Wiley of the 77th Illinois Infantry can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The author giving his’her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
The Civil War Diary of a Common Soldier: William Wiley of the 77th lllinois Infantry although doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
imagining.

Samuel Tapp:

As auniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading very serioudly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics onthere. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. Aswe know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Civil War Diary of a Common Soldier: William Wiley
of the 77th Illinois Infantry can make you truly feel more interested to read.

James Smith:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native or
citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring usto around the world. From the book
The Civil War Diary of a Common Soldier: William Wiley of the 77th Illinois Infantry we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a
book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your
life by this book The Civil War Diary of a Common Soldier: William Wiley of the 77th lllinois Infantry.



Y ou can more inviting than now.
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