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The dramatic events behind the film, BRIDGE OF SPIES.

Who were the three men the American and Soviet superpowers exchanged at Berlin's Glienicke Bridge and
Checkpoint Charlie in the first and most legendary prisoner exchange between East and West? Bridge of
Spies vividly traces their paths to that exchange on February 10, 1962, when their fate helped to define the
conflicts and lethal undercurrents of the most dangerous years of the Cold War.

Bridge of Spies is the true story of three extraordinary characters – William Fisher, alias Rudolf Abel, a
British born KGB agent arrested by the FBI in New York City and jailed as a Soviet superspy for trying to
steal America’s most precious nuclear secrets; Gary Powers, the American U-2 pilot who was captured when
his plane was shot down while flying a reconnaissance mission over the closed cities of central Russia; and
Frederic Pryor, a young American graduate student in Berlin mistakenly identified as a spy, arrested and held
without charge by the Stasi, East Germany’s secret police. 
 
By weaving the three strands of this story together for the first time, Giles Whittell masterfully portrays the
intense political tensions and nuclear brinkmanship that brought the United States and Soviet Union so close
to a hot war in the early 1960s. He reveals the dramatic lives of men drawn into the nadir of the Cold War by
duty and curiosity, and the tragicomedy of errors that eventually induced Khrushchev to send missiles to
Castro. Two of his subjects — the spy and the pilot — were the original seekers of weapons of mass
destruction. The third, an intellectual, fluent in German, unencumbered by dependents, and researching a
Ph.D. thesis on the foreign trade system of the Soviet bloc, seemed to the Stasi precisely the sort of person
the CIA should have been recruiting. He was not. In over his head in the world capital of spying, he was
wrongly charged with espionage and thus came to the Agency’s notice by a more roundabout route. The
three men were rescued against daunting odds by fate and by their families, and then all but forgotten. Yet
they laid bare the pathological mistrust that fueled the arms race for the next 30 years.
 
Drawing on new interviews conducted in the United States, Europe and Russia with key players in the
exchange and the events leading to it, among them Frederic Pryor himself and the man who shot down Gary
Powers, Bridge of Spies captures a time when the fate of the world really did depend on coded messages on
microdots and brave young men in pressure suits. The exchange that frigid day at two of the most sensitive
points along the Iron Curtain represented the first step back from where the superpowers had stood since the
building of the Berlin Wall the previous summer – on the brink of World War III.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Bridge of Spies will make you to end
up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Alyson Ward:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just
their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on guardería until university need this specific Bridge of Spies to read.

Patricia Phipps:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Bridge of Spies which is
having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Linda Justice:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Bridge of Spies can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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