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During the Civil War era, black and white North Carolinians were forced to fundamentally reinterpret the
morality of suicide, divorce, and debt as these experiences became pressing issues throughout the region and
nation. In Moments of Despair, David Silkenat explores these shifting sentiments.

Antebellum white North Carolinians stigmatized suicide, divorce, and debt, but the Civil War undermined
these entrenched attitudes, forcing a reinterpretation of these issues in a new social, cultural, and economic
context in which they were increasingly untethered from social expectations. Black North Carolinians, for
their part, used emancipation to lay the groundwork for new bonds of community and their own
interpretation of social frameworks. Silkenat argues that North Carolinians' attitudes differed from those of
people outside the South in two respects. First, attitudes toward these cultural practices changed more
abruptly and rapidly in the South than in the rest of America, and second, the practices were interpreted
through a prism of race. Drawing upon a robust and diverse body of sources, including insane asylum
records, divorce petitions, bankruptcy filings, diaries, and personal correspondence, this innovative study
describes a society turned upside down as a consequence of a devastating war.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Henderson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil
War Era North Carolina.

Cari Sexton:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce,
and Debt in Civil War Era North Carolina book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Terry Brown:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and
Debt in Civil War Era North Carolina as your daily resource information.

Chad Wood:

This book untitled Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil War Era North Carolina to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get
a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from
your list.
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