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In Pretend We’re Dead, Annalee Newitz argues that the slimy zombies and gore-soaked murderers who have
stormed through American film and literature over the past century embody the violent contradictions of
capitalism. Ravaged by overwork, alienated by corporate conformity, and mutilated by the unfettered lust for
profit, fictional monsters act out the problems with an economic system that seems designed to eat people
whole.

Newitz looks at representations of serial killers, mad doctors, the undead, cyborgs, and unfortunates mutated
by their involvement with the mass media industry. Whether considering the serial killer who turns murder
into a kind of labor by mass producing dead bodies, or the hack writers and bloodthirsty actresses trapped
inside Hollywood’s profit-mad storytelling machine, she reveals that each creature has its own tale to tell
about how a freewheeling market economy turns human beings into monstrosities.

Newitz tracks the monsters spawned by capitalism through b movies, Hollywood blockbusters, pulp fiction,
and American literary classics, looking at their manifestations in works such as Norman Mailer’s “true life
novel” The Executioner’s Song; the short stories of Isaac Asimov and H. P. Lovecraft; the cyberpunk novels
of William Gibson and Marge Piercy; true-crime books about the serial killers Ted Bundy and Jeffrey
Dahmer; and movies including Modern Times (1936), Donovan’s Brain (1953), Night of the Living Dead
(1968), RoboCop (1987), The Silence of the Lambs (1991), and Artificial Intelligence: AI (2001). Newitz
shows that as literature and film tell it, the story of American capitalism since the late nineteenth century is a
tale of body-mangling, soul-crushing horror.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Clark:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Pretend We're Dead: Capitalist Monsters in American Pop Culture.
Try to stumble through book Pretend We're Dead: Capitalist Monsters in American Pop Culture as your pal.
It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Shameka Smith:

This Pretend We're Dead: Capitalist Monsters in American Pop Culture book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. That Pretend We're Dead: Capitalist Monsters in American Pop Culture without we
realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Pretend We're Dead: Capitalist Monsters in American Pop Culture can bring whenever you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Pretend We're Dead: Capitalist Monsters in American Pop Culture having excellent arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Gloria Castaldo:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Pretend
We're Dead: Capitalist Monsters in American Pop Culture, you could tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Alvin Reed:

Pretend We're Dead: Capitalist Monsters in American Pop Culture can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Pretend We're



Dead: Capitalist Monsters in American Pop Culture nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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