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This is the story of two great sports. One is "America's game," while the other is "the world's game."
Baseball and soccer are both beloved cultural institutions. What draws fans to one game is often a mystery to
fans of the other. Despite superficial differences, however, the business and culture of these sports share
more in common than meets the eye. This is the first in-depth, cross-cultural comparison of these two great
pastimes and the megabusinesses that they have become. In N ational Pastime, Stefan Szymanski and
Andrew Zimbalist illustrate how the different traditions of each sport have generated different possibilities
for their commercial organization and exploitation. They pay special attention to the rich and complex
evolution of baseball from its beginnings in America, and they trace modern soccer from its foundation in
England through its subsequent expansion across the world. They illustrate how Victorian administrators laid
the foundation for Major League Baseball (MLB) and soccer leagues such as the English Premier League,
Italy's Serie A, and the European Champions League. The authors show how the organizers of baseball and
soccer have learned from each other in the past and how they can continue to do so. Both sports are rich in
tradition. In some cases, however, these traditions—often arbitrary rules established by long-defunct
administrators—have obstructed the healthy development of the sport. By studying the experiences of other
sports, it might be possible to develop new and better ways to operate. For example, soccer might benefit
from greater cooperation among teams as in baseball. On the other hand, MLB could learn from soccer's
relegation rules and more open system of ownership, thus avoiding some of the excesses (competitive
imbalance, uneven team resources) associated with monopoly. Nat ional Pastime does not advocate the
jettisoning of all tradition to adopt wholesale the approach of another sport, of course. In an era of
globalization, where business interests are increasingly looking to transplant organizational ideas in order to
maximize profits, the authors argue that fan-friendly reforms may be necessary in order to avoid something
worse. Ultimately, they propose no simple solutions, instead suggesting specific reforms to the organization
of baseball and soccer, drawing on each other's experiences. Lively and accessibly written, this book is
essential reading for business analysts, journalists, policymakers, and managers of both sports. Most of all,
however, it will appeal to baseball and soccer aficionados, whether they root for the New York Yankees,
Manchester United, or Real Madrid.
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From reader reviews:

Marian Perkins:

The book National Pastime: How Americans Play Baseball and the Rest of the World Plays Soccer can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave
the great thing like a book National Pastime: How Americans Play Baseball and the Rest of the World Plays
Soccer? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many info
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book National Pastime: How
Americans Play Baseball and the Rest of the World Plays Soccer has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it
is very wonderful.

Angela Dreiling:

This National Pastime: How Americans Play Baseball and the Rest of the World Plays Soccer book is just
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of National Pastime: How Americans Play Baseball and the Rest of
the World Plays Soccer without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't be worry National Pastime: How Americans Play Baseball and the Rest of
the World Plays Soccer can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This National Pastime: How Americans Play
Baseball and the Rest of the World Plays Soccer having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Tisha Betancourt:

The guide untitled National Pastime: How Americans Play Baseball and the Rest of the World Plays Soccer
is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of National Pastime: How Americans Play
Baseball and the Rest of the World Plays Soccer from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Donald Benson:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This National Pastime: How Americans Play
Baseball and the Rest of the World Plays Soccer can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd



activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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