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In the 1950s, John Reber convinced many Californians that the best way to solve the state's water shortage
problem was to dam up the San Francisco Bay. Against massive political pressure, Reber's opponents
persuaded lawmakers that doing so would lead to disaster. They did this not by empirical measurement
alone, but also through the construction of a model. Simulation and Similarity explains why this was a good
strategy while simultaneously providing an account of modeling and idealization in modern scientific
practice. Michael Weisberg focuses on concrete, mathematical, and computational models in his
consideration of the nature of models, the practice of modeling, and nature of the relationship between
models and real-world phenomena.

In addition to a careful analysis of physical, computational, and mathematical models, Simulation and
Similarity offers a novel account of the model/world relationship. Breaking with the dominant tradition,
which favors the analysis of this relation through logical notions such as isomorphism, Weisberg instead
presents a similarity-based account called weighted feature matching. This account is developed with an eye
to understanding how modeling is actually practiced. Consequently, it takes into account the ways in which
scientists' theoretical goals shape both the applications and the analyses of their models.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

The book Simulation and Similarity: Using Models to Understand the World (Oxford Studies in the
Philosophy of Science) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the great thing like a book Simulation and Similarity: Using Models to Understand the World
(Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Simulation and Similarity: Using Models to Understand the World (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of
Science) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Nathan Ramsey:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Simulation and Similarity: Using Models to Understand the World (Oxford Studies
in the Philosophy of Science) this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now.
That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this
book suitable all of you.

Dean Green:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Simulation and
Similarity: Using Models to Understand the World (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Betty Johnston:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is just spending
your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top collection in
your reading list is Simulation and Similarity: Using Models to Understand the World (Oxford Studies in the
Philosophy of Science). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing
to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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