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One important aim of social science research is to provide unbiased information that can help guide public
policies. However, social science is often construed as politics by other means. Nowhere is the polarized
nature of social science research more visible than in the heated debate over charter schools. In Spin Cycle,
noted political scientist and education expert Jeffrey Henig explores how controversies over the charter
school movement illustrate the use and misuse of research in policy debates. Henig’s compelling narrative
reveals that, despite all of the political maneuvering on the public stage, research on school choice has
gradually converged on a number of widely accepted findings. This quiet consensus shows how solid
research can supersede partisan cleavages and sensationalized media headlines.

In Spin Cycle, Henig draws on extensive interviews with researchers, journalists, and funding agencies on
both sides of the debate, as well as data on federal and foundation grants and a close analysis of media
coverage, to explore how social science research is “spun” in the public sphere. Henig looks at the
consequences of a highly controversial New York Times article that cited evidence of poor test performance
among charter school students. The front-page story, based on research findings released by the American
Federation of Teachers (AFT), sparked an explosive debate over the effectiveness of charter schools. In the
ensuing drama, reputable scholars from both ends of the political spectrum launched charges and counter-
charges over the research methodology and the implications of the data. Henig uses this political tug-of-war
to illustrate broader problems relating to social science: of what relevance is supposedly non-partisan
research when findings are wielded as political weapons on both sides of the debate?

In the case of charter schools, Henig shows that despite the political posturing in public forums, many
researchers have since revised their stances according to accumulating new evidence and have begun to find
common ground. Over time, those who favored charter schools were willing to admit that in many instances
charter schools are no better than traditional schools. And many who were initially alarmed by the potentially
destructive consequences of school choice admitted that their fears were overblown. The core problem,
Henig concludes, has less to do with research itself than with the way it is often sensationalized or
misrepresented in public discourse.

Despite considerable frustration over the politicization of research, until now there has been no systematic
analysis of the problem. Spin Cycle provides an engaging narrative and instructive guide with far-reaching
implications for the way research is presented to the public. Ultimately, Henig argues, we can do a better job
of bringing research to bear on the task of social betterment.
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From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

The book Spin Cycle: How Research Is Used in Policy Debates: The Case of Charter Schools can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
great thing like a book Spin Cycle: How Research Is Used in Policy Debates: The Case of Charter Schools?
A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Spin Cycle: How Research Is Used
in Policy Debates: The Case of Charter Schools has simple shape however you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Marc Starr:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Spin Cycle: How Research Is Used in Policy
Debates: The Case of Charter Schools can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

Charles Valentine:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book Spin Cycle: How Research Is Used in Policy Debates: The Case of Charter
Schools it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book provides high quality.

Brian Nelson:

Spin Cycle: How Research Is Used in Policy Debates: The Case of Charter Schools can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but



nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Spin Cycle: How Research Is Used in Policy Debates: The Case of Charter Schools
nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial imagining.
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