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A look at the forgotten ancestors of the modern-day vampire, many of which have very different
characteristics

• Looks at the many ancestoral forms of the modern vampire, including shroud eaters, appesarts, and stafi

• Presents evidence for the reality of this phenomenon from pre-19th-century newspaper articles and judicial
records

Of all forms taken by the undead, the vampire wields the most powerful pull on the modern imagination. But
the countless movies and books inspired by this child of the night who has a predilection for human blood
are based on incidents recorded as fact in newspapers and judicial archives in the centuries preceding the
works of Bram Stoker and other writers.

Digging through these forgotten records, Claude Lecouteux unearths a very different figure of the vampire in
the many accounts of individuals who reportedly would return from their graves to attack the living. These
ancestors of the modern vampire were not all blood suckers; they included shroud eaters, appesarts,
nightmares, and the curious figure of the stafia, whose origin is a result of masons secretly interring the
shadow of a living human being in the wall of a building under construction. As Lecouteux shows, the belief
in vampires predates ancient Roman times, which abounded with lamia, stirges, and ghouls. Discarding the
tacked together explanations of modern science for these inexplicable phenomena, the author looks back to
another folk belief that has come down through the centuries like that of the undead: the existence of
multiple souls in every individual, not all of which are able to move on to the next world after death.
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From reader reviews:

Daryl Biddle:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual The
Secret History of Vampires: Their Multiple Forms and Hidden Purposes is kind of book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Ray Ellis:

The reserve with title The Secret History of Vampires: Their Multiple Forms and Hidden Purposes contains a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Teresa Powers:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. The Secret History of Vampires: Their Multiple Forms and Hidden Purposes can be
your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Erin Weiss:

The book untitled The Secret History of Vampires: Their Multiple Forms and Hidden Purposes contain a lot
of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored
by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it.
Have a nice learn.
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