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Walker Evans’s iconic photograph of Ellie Mae Burroughs of Hale County, Alabama, made while he was
working with James Agee, has become a memorable symbol of the Great Depression. How it came to be, and
what consequences it provoked, make for a fascinating tale.

---

Although the Great Depression brought suffering to the cities in equal measure, the images of rural poverty
and despair remain the more searing memories of the worst economic collapse in American history. This is
largely due to the small band of photographers who recorded the miseries of the poor, under the auspices of
the New Deal’s Farm Security Administration. Notable among them were Margaret Bourke-White, Dorothea
Lange, Arthur Rothstein, and Walker Evans. The story that Jerry Thompson tells here is of Evans’s iconic
photograph of Ellie Mae Burroughs of Hale County, Alabama. Evans made it while working with James
Agee on assignment from Fortune magazine. It is not only a great picture technically but has become a
memorable symbol of difficult times.

--

Jerry L. Thompson is a working photographer who occasionally writes about photography. During the last
three years of Walker Evans’s life he was Evans’s principal assistant and, for a time, printer of photographs.
He lived with Evans off and on from late 1972 until Evans’s death in April 1975. From 1973 until 1980 he
was a member of the faculty of Yale University. Thompson has also written The Last Years of Walker
Evans; a book of essays, Truth and Photography; and the introduction to Walker Evans at Work. He lives in
Amenia, New York.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Dillon:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Story of a Photograph: Walker Evans, Ellie Mae
Burroughs, and the Great Depression (Kindle Singles). You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book The Story of a Photograph:
Walker Evans, Ellie Mae Burroughs, and the Great Depression (Kindle Singles). You can add expertise and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Lori Morgan:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Story of a Photograph: Walker Evans,
Ellie Mae Burroughs, and the Great Depression (Kindle Singles) e-book written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you
still hesitation The Story of a Photograph: Walker Evans, Ellie Mae Burroughs, and the Great Depression
(Kindle Singles) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Juanita Jones:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Story of a Photograph: Walker
Evans, Ellie Mae Burroughs, and the Great Depression (Kindle Singles) which is getting the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Ben Hernandez:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide The Story of a Photograph: Walker Evans, Ellie Mae Burroughs, and the
Great Depression (Kindle Singles) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If



you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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