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Does the number of children gunned down double each year? Does anorexia kill 150,000 young women
annually? Do white males account for only a sixth of new workers? Startling statistics shape our thinking
about social issues. But all too often, these numbers are wrong. This book is a lively guide to spotting bad
statistics and learning to think critically about these influential numbers. Damned Lies and Statistics is
essential reading for everyone who reads or listens to the news, for students, and for anyone who relies on
statistical information to understand social problems.

Joel Best bases his discussion on a wide assortment of intriguing contemporary issues that have garnered
much recent media attention, including abortion, cyberporn, homelessness, the Million Man March, teen
suicide, the U.S. census, and much more. Using examples from the New York Times, the Washington Post,
and other major newspapers and television programs, he unravels many fascinating examples of the use,
misuse, and abuse of statistical information.

In this book Best shows us exactly how and why bad statistics emerge, spread, and come to shape policy
debates. He recommends specific ways to detect bad statistics, and shows how to think more critically about
"stat wars," or disputes over social statistics among various experts. Understanding this book does not
require sophisticated mathematical knowledge; Best discusses the most basic and most easily understood
forms of statistics, such as percentages, averages, and rates.

This accessible book provides an alternative to either naively accepting the statistics we hear or cynically
assuming that all numbers are meaningless. It shows how anyone can become a more intelligent, critical, and
empowered consumer of the statistics that inundate both the social sciences and our media-saturated lives.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Mahan:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Damned
Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Michele Williams:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Damned Lies and
Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Damned Lies and Statistics:
Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activistsis the main one of several books in which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Rosa Rodriguez:

The reason? Because this Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and
Activists is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write
the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Florence Ross:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling
Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists can give you a lot of good friends because by you
checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and



women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media,
Politicians, and Activists.
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