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-Annotated with new introduction for the Jefferson Library Edition. Among the 6,500 books sold to
Congress by Jefferson in 1815 to replace the Congressional Library that had been destroyed when the British
burned the Capitol during the War of 1812 was a translation of the Koran by George Sales. Sales’ translation
included more than one hundred pages of notes written from a Christian perspective. Including advice on
how Muslims might be converted. These are preserved within this text. There is some debate about whether
he purchased his copy of the Koran in law school in order to follow references found in his textbooks; or if
he purchased his copy of the Koran later in order to research the faith of the jihadists of his day-the Barbary
pirates. He very well may have used his Koran for both purposes. Jefferson cataloged the books within his
library by subject and included the Koran with other legal texts. But he also confronted Islamic extremists
often during his storied life.
While Thomas Jefferson was serving as the U.S. Ambassador to France the BETSEY a merchant brig was
captured On 11 October 1784, by Moroccan corsairs. After Spain's foreign minister, José Moñino y Redondo
negotiated the release of the captured ship and crew, Spain advised the United States to follow their course of
action and pay tribute to the Berber Muslims to prevent further attacks. Months after the BETSEY was
captured, two additional American ships were seized and their crew of twenty-one men was enslaved by
Algerian corsairs. A schooner Maria, commanded by Captain Isaac Stevens, was captured off Cape Saint
Vincent, Portugal, on July 24, 1785 and a week later, on July 30, 1785 the Dauphin, commanded by Captain
Richard O'Brien, was captured off Cadiz, Spain. This time Spain was unwilling to negotiate on America’s
behalf.
Jefferson, in 1786, along with John Adams, the U.S. Ambassador to Great Britain met with Tripoli’s
Ambassador to Great Britain Sidi Haji Abdul Rahman Adja. Thomas Jefferson reported the conversation to
the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, John Jay: “We took the liberty to make some inquiries concerning the
Grounds of their pretensions to make war upon a Nation who had done them no Injury, and observed that we
considered all mankind as our Friends who had done us no wrong, nor had given us any provocation. THE
AMBASSADOR ANSWERED US THAT IT WAS FOUNDED ON THE LAWS OF THEIR PROPHET,
THAT IT WAS WRITTEN IN THEIR KORAN, THAT ALL NATIONS WHO SHOULD NOT HAVE
ACKNOWLEDGED THEIR AUTHORITY WERE SINNERS, THAT IT WAS THEIR RIGHT AND
DUTY TO MAKE WAR UPON THEM WHEREVER THEY COULD BE FOUND, AND TO MAKE
SLAVES OF ALL THEY COULD TAKE AS PRISONERS, AND THAT EVERY MUSLIM WHO
SHOULD BE SLAIN IN BATTLE WAS SURE TO GO TO PARADISE. Thomas Jefferson decided to send
representatives to Morocco and Algeria to try to negotiate treaties and the secure the freedom of the captured
sailors. Each of the four Berber Muslim states demanded $60,000. The envoys however were only given a
budget of $40,000. Diplomatic negotiations to reach an amount for tribute or for the ransom of the captured
sailors bogged down.
In 1795, Algeria came to an agreement that resulted in the release of the 115 American sailors they held, at a
cost of over $1 million. The U.S. paid Algiers the ransom, and agreed to pay up to $1 million per year for the
safe passage of American ships. A $1 million payment in ransom and tribute to these Islamic states in 1800
would have amounted to approximately 10% of the U.S. government's annual revenues.
In 1801, when Jefferson was president, Tripoli demanded a massive payment from the United States, along
with an increased annual tribute, in order to continue securing safe passage for American ships through the
Mediterranean. Jefferson refused the demands, and instead of sending more money, he sent naval warships
carrying the newly created U.S. Marine Corps. This is where the line “to the shores of Tripoli” in the Marine
Corps hymn comes from.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Molnar:

This The Koran: Thomas Jefferson's Library Edition (Annotated) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. That The Koran: Thomas Jefferson's Library Edition (Annotated) without we
comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become
worry The Koran: Thomas Jefferson's Library Edition (Annotated) can bring when you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
telephone. This The Koran: Thomas Jefferson's Library Edition (Annotated) having fine arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Walton Han:

The reason? Because this The Koran: Thomas Jefferson's Library Edition (Annotated) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Connie Curtis:

The Koran: Thomas Jefferson's Library Edition (Annotated) can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Koran: Thomas Jefferson's
Library Edition (Annotated) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Clarence Williams:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication The Koran: Thomas Jefferson's Library Edition (Annotated) was
filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you



wanted.
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