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Last and First Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future is a "future history" science fiction novel written in
1930 by the British author Olaf Stapledon. A work of unprecedented scale in the genre, it describes the
history of humanity from the present onwards across two billion years and eighteen distinct human species,
of which our own is the first and most primitive. Stapledon's conception of history is based on the Hegelian
Dialectic, following a repetitive cycle with many varied civilizations rising from and descending back into
savagery over millions of years, but it is also one of progress, as the later civilizations rise to far greater
heights than the first. The book anticipates the science of genetic engineering, and is an early example of the
fictional supermind; a consciousness composed of many telepathically-linked individuals. A controversial
part of the book depicts humans, in the far-off future, escaping the dying Earth and settling on Venus - in the
process totally exterminating its native inhabitants, an intelligent marine species. Stapledon's book has been
interpreted by some as condoning such interplanetary genocide as a justified act if necessary for racial
survival, though a number of Stapledon's partisans denied that such was his intention, arguing instead that
Stapledon was merely showing that although mankind had advanced in a number of ways in the future, at
bottom it still possessed the same capacity for savagery as it has always had.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Renner:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Last and First Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any
book Last and First Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future. You can add information and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It
is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Sophia Morrison:

This Last and First Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future book is not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Last and First Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future without we comprehend teach
the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Last and
First Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Last and
First Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Irene Delong:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Last and First Men: A Story of the Near and Far
Future can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Last and First Men: A Story of the
Near and Far Future.

Valery Carpenter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Last and First



Men: A Story of the Near and Far Future.
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