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John Healy's The Grass Arena describes with unflinching honesty his experiences of addiction, his escape
through learning to play chess in prison, and his ongoing search for peace of mind. This Penguin Classics
edition includes an afterword by Colin MacCabe. In his searing autobiography Healy describes his fifteen
years living rough in London without state aid, when begging carried an automatic three-year prison
sentence and vagrant alcoholics prowled the parks and streets in search of drink or prey. When not united in
their common aim of acquiring alcohol, winos sometimes murdered one another over prostitutes or a bottle,
or the begging of money. Few modern writers have managed to match Healy's power to refine from the
brutal destructive condition of the chronic alcoholic a story so compelling it is beyond comparison. John
Healy (b. 1943) was born into an impoverished, Irish immigrant family, in the slums of Kentish Town, North
London. Out of school by 14, pressed into the army and intermittently in prison, Healy became an alcoholic
early on in life. Despite these obstacles Healy achieved remarkable, indeed phenomenal expertise in both
writing and chess, as outlined in the autobiographical The Grass Arena. If you enjoyed The Grass Arena, you
might like Last Exit to Brooklyn, also available in Penguin Modern Classics. 'Sober and precise, grotesque,
violent, sad, charming and hilarious all at once' Literary Review 'Beside it, a book like Orwell's Down and
Out in Paris and London seems a rather inaccurate tourist guide' Colin MacCabe
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From reader reviews:

Donald Labelle:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Grass Arena.

Betty Perez:

With other case, little people like to read book The Grass Arena. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book The Grass Arena. You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Ronda Tollison:

This The Grass Arena book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This The Grass Arena without we
understand teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry
The Grass Arena can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Grass Arena having fine arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Margaret Ochoa:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. That The Grass Arena can give you a lot of close friends because by
you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So
, why hesitate? We should have The Grass Arena.
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