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Combining history and anecdote, Barry Hatton paints an intimate portrait of a fascinating country and its
people

Portugal is an established member of the European Union, one of the founders of the euro currency and a
founding member of NATO. Yet it is an inconspicuous and largely overlooked country on the continent's
south-west rim.

Barry Hatton shines alight on this enigmatic corner of Europe by blending historical analysiswith
entertaining personal anecdotes. He describes the idiosyncrasies that make the Portuguese unique and
surveys the eventful path that brought them to where they are today.

In the fifteenth-and sixteenth-century Age of Discovery the Portuguese led Europe out of the Mediterranean
into the Atlantic and they brought Asia and Europe together. Evidence of their one-time four-continent
empire can still be felt, not least in the Portuguese language which is spoken by more than 220 million
people from Brazil, across parts of Africato Asia.

Analyzing present-day society and culture, The Portuguese also considers the nation's often tumultuous past.
The 1755 Lisbon earthquake was one of Europe's greatest natural disasters, strongly influencing continental
thought and heralding Portugal's extended decline. The Portuguese a so weathered Europe's longest
dictatorship under twentieth-century ruler AntA3nio Salazar. A 1974 military coup, called the Carnation
Revolution, placed the Portuguese at the center of Cold War attentions. Portugal's quirky relationship with
Spain, and with its oldest ally England, is also scrutinized.

Portugal, which claims Europe's oldest fixed borders, measures just 561 by 218 kilometers. Within that
space, however, it offers a patchwork of widely differing and beautiful landscapes. With an easygoing and
seductive lifestyle expressed most fully in their love of food, the Portuguese also have an anarchical streak
evident in many facets of contemporary life. A veteran journalist and commentator on Portugal, the author
gives athorough overview of hisadopted country.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Clark:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Portuguese: A Modern History. Try to
face the book The Portuguese: A Modern History as your pal. It meansthat it can to be your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in
your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So, let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Gail Beattie:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students because they are till students or thisfor al people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book The Portuguese: A Modern
History. All type of book would you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

William M cCown:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not fegling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Portuguese: A Modern History,
you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit?
Oh serioudly its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jose Chapman:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Portuguese: A Modern History why because the amazing cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. Theinside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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