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Un descendant de Bédouins fixés à Emèse, en Syrie, passe pour le fils adultérin d'un empereur assassiné. Il
sert passionnément le culte d'un aérolithe qui passe pour figurer le soleil : Elagabal. Il continuerait volontiers
à danser devant l'idole si une grand-mère avide de régner sous son nom ne le faisait proclamer empereur.
Loin de renoncer à sa vocation sacerdotale, l'empereur-prêtre, qu'on surnommera Héliogabale, prétend
imposer à Rome et aux Romains, à la barbe de Jupiter Capitolin, l'adoration de la pierre noire, ramenée des
confins du désert. Rome réagit mal à cette volonté. L'exotisme audiovisuel d'une liturgie barbare choque son
sens de la dignité. De surcroît, l'adolescent joue de son pouvoir pour jouir et régner autrement que ses
prédécesseurs. Les gamineries, les farces cruelles, la gourmandise inventive, la sexualité frustrée ou pseudo-
érotique de ce prince immature ont alimenté la chronique scandaleuse de l'historiographie romaine, qui fait
paradoxalement d'Héliogabale un précurseur du premier empereur chrétien.Ce règne éphémère ressemble
aux Saturnales d'une révolution manquée, le tout sur fond de complot familial, avec une aïeule inquiète de
perdre sa position à la cour et une tante soucieuse de pousser son fils Sévère-Alexandre sur l'échiquier du
pouvoir.Le cadavre de l'empereur-prêtre sera jeté dans le Tibre, en pâture aux poissons qu'il aimait naguère
servir à table.Ancien élève de l'Ecole normale supérieure, ancien membre de l'Ecole française de Rome,
professeur à l'Université de Lyon, Robert Turcan s'est consacré à l'étude des religions du monde romain, en
particulier à l'archéologie figurée du dionysisme et des cultes orientaux (Mithra, Cybèle et Attis).
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Heliogabale et le sacre du Soleil
(Petite bibliotheque Payot) (French Edition) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading any
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or ideal book with you?

James Benavidez:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you actually is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Heliogabale et le sacre du Soleil (Petite bibliotheque
Payot) (French Edition) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Jeremy Bryant:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual
Heliogabale et le sacre du Soleil (Petite bibliotheque Payot) (French Edition) is kind of book which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Katherine Hood:

Heliogabale et le sacre du Soleil (Petite bibliotheque Payot) (French Edition) can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Heliogabale et le sacre du Soleil (Petite bibliotheque Payot) (French Edition) although doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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