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Unlike most white Americans who, if they are so inclined, can search their ancestral records, identifying who
among their forebears was the first to set foot on this country’s shores, most African Americans, in tracing
their family’s past, encounter a series of daunting obstacles. Slavery was a brutally efficient nullifier of
identity, willfully denying black men and women even their names. Yet, from that legacy of slavery, there
have sprung generations who’ve struggled, thrived, and lived extraordinary lives.

For too long, African Americans’ family trees have been barren of branches, but, very recently, advanced
genetic testing techniques, combined with archival research, have begun to fill in the gaps. Here, scholar
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., backed by an elite team of geneticists and researchers, takes nineteen extraordinary
African Americans on a once unimaginable journey, tracing family sagas through U.S. history and back to
Africa.

Those whose recovered pasts collectively form an African American “people’s history” of the United States
include celebrities such as Oprah Winfrey, Whoopi Goldberg, Chris Rock, Don Cheadle, Chris Tucker,
Morgan Freeman, Tina Turner, and Quincy Jones; writers such as Maya Angelou and Bliss Broyard; leading
thinkers such as Harvard divinity professor Peter Gomes, the Reverend T. D. Jakes, neurosurgeon Ben
Carson, and sociologist Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot; and famous achievers such as astronaut Mae Jemison,
media personality Tom Joyner, decathlete Jackie Joyner-Kersee, and Ebony and Jet publisher Linda Johnson
Rice.

More than a work of history, In Search of Our Roots is a book of revelatory importance that, for the first
time, brings to light the lives of ordinary men and women who, by courageous example, blazed a path for
their famous descendants. For a reader, there is the stirring pleasure of witnessing long-forgotten struggles
and triumphs–but there’s an enduring reward as well. In accompanying the nineteen contemporary achievers
on their journey into the past and meeting their remarkable forebears, we come to know ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Roop:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this In Search of Our Roots: How 19 Extraordinary African
Americans Reclaimed Their Past.

Randy Anderson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book In Search of Our Roots: How 19 Extraordinary
African Americans Reclaimed Their Past had been making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book In Search of Our Roots:
How 19 Extraordinary African Americans Reclaimed Their Past is not only giving you far more new
information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book In Search of Our Roots: How 19 Extraordinary
African Americans Reclaimed Their Past. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Robert McKay:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this In Search of Our Roots: How 19
Extraordinary African Americans Reclaimed Their Past book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Clyde Miller:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of In Search of Our Roots: How 19 Extraordinary
African Americans Reclaimed Their Past can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this
one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We



should have In Search of Our Roots: How 19 Extraordinary African Americans Reclaimed Their Past.
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