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Spies, Scandals, and Sultans is the first English translation of a fascinating and acidly critical portrait of the
Ottoman capital of Istanbul during the days of the Sultan Abd al-Hamid. This is the first time that the text,
written by an Egyptian journalist and politician, has been available since 1896. Originally published as a
series of newspaper articles in the mid-1890s, and then as a book entitled Ma Hunalik, the text was ordered
to be banned and burned by the Sultan's representatives in Cairo. The ban was carried out, but a few copies
survived, one of which has been used for this translation. The text of the Arabic original is prefaced with an
extensive introduction in which the author's life is discussed and the highly controversial contents of the
book are contextualized and evaluated for their accuracy against other contemporary accounts of life in the
Ottoman capital.

Spies, Scandals, and Sultans presents a highly critical view of the Ottoman government in Istanbul during
the 1890s, with reference to earlier eras in Ottoman history. It is an Egyptian perspective of the Ottoman
administration in one of its most problematic periods and is highly critical of every aspect of life in the
capital city?not least, the elaborate spy system. Spies, Scandals, and Sultans takes on the theme of
modernization and the role of more traditional values, including Islamic ones, in the process of setting the
goals for a modern Middle Eastern state?a process that was to come to fruition after World War One in the
creation of the modern state of Turkey.

This first English translation should arouse intense interest among historians of the Ottoman Empire and
Egypt, as well as those who study modernization in the Middle East and the status of Islam within both
traditional and modernizing societies in the region. Spies, Scandals, and Sultans has a great deal to say about
the processes of decline and the causes for it, and the ever increasing role of European nations in the
establishment o
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Louis:

Here thing why this kind of Spies, Scandals and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight of the Ottoman Empire are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Spies, Scandals and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight of
the Ottoman Empire giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no reserve that similar with Spies, Scandals and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight of the Ottoman
Empire. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Spies, Scandals and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight of the
Ottoman Empire in e-book can be your substitute.

Curt Roepke:

The e-book with title Spies, Scandals and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight of the Ottoman Empire has lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

James Fomby:

Beside that Spies, Scandals and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight of the Ottoman Empire in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Spies, Scandals and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight of the Ottoman Empire because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss that? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Patricia Baker:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Spies, Scandals and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight
of the Ottoman Empire was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Spies,
Scandals and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight of the Ottoman Empire has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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