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Gaining Freedoms reveals a new locus for global political change: everyday urban contestation. Cities are
often assumed hotbeds of socio-economic division, but this assessment overlooks the importance of urban
space and the everyday activities of urban life for empowerment, emancipation, and democratization.
Through proximity, neighborhoods, streets, and squares can create unconventional power contestations over
lifestyle and consumption. And through struggle, negotiation, and cooperation, competing claims across
groups can become platforms to defend freedom and rights from government encroachments.

Drawing on more than seven years of fieldwork in three contested urban sites—a downtown neighborhood
and a university campus in Istanbul, and a Turkish neighborhood in Berlin—Berna Turam shows how
democratic contestation echoes through urban space. Countering common assumptions that Turkey is
strongly polarized between Islamists and secularists, she illustrates how contested urban space encourages
creative politics, the kind of politics that advance rights, expression, and representation shared between pious
and secular groups. Exceptional moments of protest, like the recent Gezi protests which bookend this study,
offer clear external signs of upheaval and disruption, but it is the everyday contestation and interaction that
forge alliances and inspire change. Ultimately, Turam argues that the process of democratization is not the
reduction of conflict, but rather the capacity to form new alliances out of conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Kohlmeier:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to that you
can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Jessica Jones:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin.

Anna Humphrey:

This Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin is fresh way for you who has fascination to
look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Gaining Freedoms: Claiming
Space in Istanbul and Berlin can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind
of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life and knowledge.

Abel Cooke:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native or
citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From
the book Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin we can consider more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Gaining



Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin. You can more appealing than now.
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