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On the sides of buildings, on bridges, billboards, mailboxes, and street signs, and especially in the subway
and train tunnels, graffiti covers much of New York City. Love it or hate it, graffiti, from the humble tag to
the intricate piece (short for masterpiece), is an undeniable part of the cityscape.

In Graffiti Lives, Gregory J. Snyder offers a fascinating and rare look into this world of contemporary graffiti
culture. A world in which kids, often, shoplift for spray paint, scale impossibly high places to find a great
spot to “get up,” run from the police, journey into underground train tunnels, fight over turf, and spend
countless hours perfecting their style. Over the ten years Snyder studied this culture he even created a few
works himself (under the moniker “GWIZ”), found himself serving as a lookout for other artists engaged in
this illegal activity, spent time in the train tunnels in search of new work, created a blackbook for writers to
tag, and took countless photographs to document this world — over sixty included in the book.

A combination of amazing “flicks” and exhilarating prose, Graffiti Lives is ultimately an exploration into
how graffiti writers define themselves. Snyder details that writers are not bound together by appearance or
language or birthplace or class but by what they do. And what they do is reach for fame, painting their names
as prominently as they can. What’s more, he discovers that, though many public officials think graffiti
writing will only lead to other criminal activity, many graffiti writers have turned their youthful exploits into
adult careers — from professional aerosol muralists and fine artists to designers of all kinds, employed in
such fields as tattooing, studio art, magazine production, fashion, and guerilla marketing. In fact, some of the
artists featured have gone on to international acclaim and to their own gallery shows. Snyder’s illuminating
work shows that getting up tags, throw-ups, and pieces on New York City’s walls and subway tunnels can
lead to getting out into the city’s competitive professional world. Graffiti Lives details the exciting, risky, and
surprisingly rewarding pursuits of contemporary graffiti writers.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Graffiti Lives: Beyond the Tag in New York's
Urban Underground (Alternative Criminology) as your daily resource information.

Allison Sala:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Graffiti Lives: Beyond the
Tag in New York's Urban Underground (Alternative Criminology) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick
Graffiti Lives: Beyond the Tag in New York's Urban Underground (Alternative Criminology) become your
own personal starter.

Valarie Chamberlin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Graffiti Lives: Beyond the Tag in New
York's Urban Underground (Alternative Criminology) publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you
still uncertainty Graffiti Lives: Beyond the Tag in New York's Urban Underground (Alternative
Criminology) as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can
break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Brooke Lambeth:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book Graffiti Lives: Beyond the Tag in New York's Urban Underground (Alternative Criminology). Contain
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you



actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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