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Henry James is known not only as a novelist but also for his work as literary critic. In his famous essay “The
Art of Fiction” (1884), he reacted on a pamphlet that the British author Walter Besant had published under
the same title earlier that year. In fact, a discussion and controversy on the novel had already been started in
1882 with Howells' “Henry James Jr.” and Stevenson's “A Gossip of Romance”. James used the opportunity
to present his ideas on the novel of fiction: “A novel is in its broadest definition a personal, a direct
impression of life” 1. It is very important for him to stress that life is personally -and therefore subjectively-
received by an author who than tries to represent life in his2 work. James offers in his essay various new
aspects that a novelist should be aware of and make use of if he wants to write a realistic and true novel.

This essay deals with the novel What Maisie knew (first published in 1897) which is one of the less known
and less studied novels written by Henry James. Critics see it as a work in which James has left the
`mainstream literature´ that the literary market asked for and has realised some of his ideas he had coped
with in theory already in the 1880’s when he wrote “The Art of Fiction”. Most of these critics have studied
the morality in What Maisie knew and the innovation to present the story from a child’s consciousness. This
essay is not interested in the moral aspect of the novel but raises the question if Henry James put into practise
his own theory when he wrote Maisie more than ten years after his “Art of Fiction”. After presenting the
main arguments of James’ theory, I will scrutinise whether James really has put his theory into practice.
Most attention will be turned to his ideas of a realistic writing, looking not only at the aspect of how to write
a realistic novel but also of how to create a realistic atmosphere. This essay will try to prove that Henry
James did practise his own preaching at least to a certain degree in What Maisie knew and show where
James' realistic fiction might reach its limits.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Nehring:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Henry James'
"The Art of Fiction" and the application of his theory in "What Maisie knew": "A novel is in its broadest
definition a personal, a direct impression of life"? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Silvia McElroy:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time,
we will say absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book
you have read will be Henry James' "The Art of Fiction" and the application of his theory in "What Maisie
knew": "A novel is in its broadest definition a personal, a direct impression of life".

Jennifer Garza:

The book untitled Henry James' "The Art of Fiction" and the application of his theory in "What Maisie
knew": "A novel is in its broadest definition a personal, a direct impression of life" contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible
to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site
and order it. Have a nice go through.

Lily Tarver:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Henry James' "The Art of Fiction" and the application of his theory in "What Maisie knew": "A



novel is in its broadest definition a personal, a direct impression of life" when you desired it?
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