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A brilliant, original history of the spice trade—and the appetites that fueled it.

It was in search of the fabled Spice Islands and their cloves that Magellan charted the first circumnavigation
of the globe. Vasco da Gama sailed the dangerous waters around Africato India on a quest for
Christians—and spices. Columbus sought gold and pepper but found the New World. By the time these
fifteenth- and sixteenth-century explorers set sail, the aromas of these savory, seductive seeds and powders
had tempted the palates and imaginations of Europe for centuries.

Soice: The History of a Temptation is a history of the spice trade told not in the conventional narrative of
politics and economics, nor of conquest and colonization, but through the intimate human impul ses that
inspired and droveit. Here is an exploration of the centuries-old desire for spicein food, in medicine, in
magic, in religion, and in sex—and of the allure of forbidden fruit lingering in the scents of cinnamon,
pepper, ginger, nutmeg, mace, and clove.

We follow spices back through time, through history, myth, archaeology, and literature. We see spicesin all
their diversity, lauded as love potions and aphrodisiacs, as panaceas and defenses against the plague. We
journey from religious rituals in which spices were employed to dispel demons and summon gods to
prodigies of gluttony both fantastical and real. We see spices as aluxury for amedieval king's ostentation, as
amummy’s deodorant, as the last word in haute cuisine.

Through examining the temptations of spice we follow in the trails of the spice seekers leading from the
deserts of ancient Syriato thrill-seekers on the Internet. We discover how spice became one of the first and
most enduring links between Asia and Europe. We see in the pepper we use so casually therelic of a
tradition linking us to the appetites of Rome, Elizabethan England, and the pharaohs. And we capture the
pleasure of spice not only at the table but in every part of life.

Siceisadelight to be savored.
From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Wendy Brame:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erawhich is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is
you don't know which you should start with. This Spice: The History of a Temptation is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Karen Ruiz:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Spice: The History of a
Temptation iskind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Eric Lowe

The actual book Spice: The History of a Temptation will bring that you the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to clarify theideais very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this
book very appropriate to you. The book Spice: The History of a Temptation is much recommended to you to
learn. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Pandora Rice:

The publication with title Spice: The History of a Temptation has alot of information that you can learn it.
You can get alot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. Thiskind of book will bring you with new era of the globalization. Y ou can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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