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This state-by-state collection of folksongs describes the history, society, culture, and events characteristic of
all fifty states. Unlike all other state folksong collections, this one does not focus on songs collected in the
particular states, but rather on songs concerning the life and times of the people of that state. The topics
range from the major historical events, such as the Boston Tea Party, the attack on Fort Sumter, and the
California Gold Rush, to regionally important events such as disasters and murders, labor problems,
occupational songs, ethnic conflicts. Some of the songs will be widely recognized, such as Casey Jones,
Marching Through Georgia, or Sweet Betsy from Pike. Others, less familiar, have not been reprinted since
their original publication, but deserve to be studied because of what they tell about the people of these United
States, their loves, labors, and losses, and their responses to events. The collection is organized by regions,
starting with New England and ending with the states bordering the Pacific Ocean, and by states within each
region. For each state there are from four to fifteen songs presented, with an average of 10 songs per state.
For each song, a full text is reprented, followed by discussion of the song in its historical context. References
to available recordings and other versions are given. Folksongs, such as those discussed here, are an
important tool for historians and cultural historians because they sample experiences of the past at a different
level from that of contemporary newspaper accounts and academic histories. These songs, in a sense, are
history writ small.

Includes: Away Down East, The Old Granite State, Connecticut, The Virginian Maid's Lament, Carry Me
Back to Old Virginny, I'm Going Back to North Carolina, Shut up in Cold Creek Mine, Ain't God Good to
Iowa?, Dakota Land, Dear Prairie Home, Cheyenne Boys, I'm off for California, and others.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

The book American Folk Songs [2 volumes]: A Regional Encyclopedia can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a
book American Folk Songs [2 volumes]: A Regional Encyclopedia? A few of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book American Folk Songs [2 volumes]: A Regional Encyclopedia
has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous
world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Brown:

The feeling that you get from American Folk Songs [2 volumes]: A Regional Encyclopedia is a more deep
you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but American Folk Songs [2 volumes]: A Regional Encyclopedia giving
you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of American Folk Songs [2 volumes]:
A Regional Encyclopedia instantly.

Susan Chestnut:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take American Folk Songs [2 volumes]: A Regional Encyclopedia as the
daily resource information.

Helen McClain:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list will be American Folk Songs [2 volumes]: A Regional Encyclopedia. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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