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On January 3, 1961, nuclear reactor SL-1 exploded in rural Idaho, spreading radioactive contamination over
thousands of acres and killing three men. The army blamed “human error” and a sordid love triangle. Though
overshadowed by Three Mile Island, SL-1 remains the only fatal nuclear reactor incident in American
history.
 
Todd Tucker, who first heard the rumors about the Idaho Falls explosion as a trainee in the navy’s nuclear
program, suspected there was more to the accident than rumors suggested. Poring over hundreds of pages of
primary sources and interviewing survivors revealed that the army and its contractors had deliberately
obscured the true cause of the accident, which resulted from poor engineering as much as uncontrolled
passions.
 
The National Reactor Testing Station, where the meltdown occurred, had been a proving ground where
engineers, generals, and admirals attempted to realize the Atomic Age dream of unlimited power—amid the
frantic race for nuclear power between the army, the navy, and the air force. The fruit of those ambitious
plans included that of the nation’s unofficial nuclear patriarch, Admiral Rickover, whose “true submarine,”
the USS Nautilus, would forever change naval warfare. But with the meltdown in Idaho came the end of the
army’s program and the beginning of the navy’s long-standing monopoly on military nuclear power. Atomic
America provides a fast-paced narrative history, advocating caution and accountability in harnessing nuclear
energy.
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From reader reviews:

Babara Lopez:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Atomic America: How a Deadly Explosion and a
Feared Admiral Changed the Course of Nuclear History will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or suited book with you?

Charles Denzer:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the
Atomic America: How a Deadly Explosion and a Feared Admiral Changed the Course of Nuclear History is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Ray Chung:

Typically the book Atomic America: How a Deadly Explosion and a Feared Admiral Changed the Course of
Nuclear History has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write
this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Cathy Duran:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This book Atomic America: How a Deadly Explosion and a Feared Admiral Changed
the Course of Nuclear History was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how
big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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