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On October 4, 1957, as Leave It to Beaver premiered on American television, the Soviet Union launched the
space age. Sputnik, all of 184 pounds with only a radio transmitter inside its highly polished shell, became
the first man-made object in space; while it immediately shocked the world, its long-term impact was even
greater, for it profoundly changed the shape of the twentieth century.

In his upcoming book, Washington journalist Paul Dickson chronicles the dramatic events and developments
leading up to and emanating from Sputnik's launch. Supported by groundbreaking, original research and
many recently declassified documents, Sputnik offers a fascinating profile of the early American and Soviet
space programs and a strikingly revised picture of the politics and personalities behind the facade of
America's fledgling efforts to get into space.

Although Sputnik was unmanned, its story is intensely human. Sputnik owed its success to many people,
from the earlier visionary, Konstantin Tsiolkovsky, whose theories were ahead of their time, to the Soviet
spokesmen strategically positioned around the world on the day the satellite was launched, who created one
of the greatest public-relations events of all time. Its chief designer, however?the brilliant Sergei
Korolev?remained a Soviet state secret until after his death.

Equally hidden from view was the political intrigue dominating America's early space program, as the
military services jockeyed for control and identity in a peacetime world. For years, former Nazi Wernher von
Braun, who ran the U.S. Army's missile program, lobbied incessantly that his Rocket Team should be handed
responsibility for the first Earth-orbiting satellite. He was outraged that Sputnik beat him and America into
space. For his part, President Eisenhower was secretly pleased that the Russians had launched first, because
by orbiting over the United States Sputnik established the principle of "freedom of space" that could justify
the spy satellites he thought essential to monitor Soviet missile buildup. As Dickson reveals, Eisenhower
was, in fact, much more a master of the Sputnik crisis than he appeared to be at the time and in subsequent
accounts.

The U.S. public reaction to Sputnik was monumental. In a single weekend, Americans were wrenched out of
a mood of national smugness and post-war material comfort. Initial shock at and fear of the Soviets'
intentions galvanized the country and swiftly prompted innovative developments that define our world today.
Sputnik directly or indirectly influenced nearly every aspect of American life, from the demise of the
suddenly superfluous tail fin and an immediate shift towards science in the classroom to the arms race that
defined the cold war, the competition to reach the Moon, and the birth of the Internet.

By shedding new light on a pivotal era, Paul Dickson expands our knowledge of the world we now inhabit,
and reminds us that the story of Sputnik goes far beyond technology and the beginning of the space age, and
that its implications are still being felt today.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Medina:

This Sputnik: The Shock of the Century book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Sputnik: The Shock of the Century without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Sputnik: The Shock of the Century can bring if you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This Sputnik: The Shock of the Century having good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Susan Granger:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Sputnik:
The Shock of the Century, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Gerri Pettit:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list is usually Sputnik: The Shock of the Century. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

Ruth Vazquez:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Sputnik: The Shock of the Century to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about
book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and study
it. Beside that the e-book Sputnik: The Shock of the Century can to be your brand-new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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