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Political parties are central to democratic life, yet there is no standard definition to describe them or the role
they occupy. "Voter-centered" theoretical approaches suggest that parties are the mere recipients of voter
interests and loyalties. "Party-centered" approaches, by contrast, envision parties that polarize, democratize,
or dominate society. In addition to offering isolated and competing notions of democratic politics, such
approaches are also silent on the role of the state and are unable to account for organizations like Hamas,
Hezbollah, and the African National Congress, which exhibit characteristics of parties, states, and social
movements simultaneously.

In this timely book, Cedric de Leon examines the ways in which social scientists and other observers have
imagined the relationship between parties and society. He introduces and critiques the full range of
approaches, using enlivening comparative examples from across the globe. Cutting through a vast body of
research, de Leon offers a succinct and lively analysis that outlines the key thinking in the field, placing it in
historical and contemporary context. The resulting book will appeal to students of sociology, political
science, social psychology, and related fields.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Wolf:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Party and Society (PPSS - Polity
Political Sociology series) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or ideal book with you?

Gertrude Barrett:

The actual book Party and Society (PPSS - Polity Political Sociology series) will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Party and Society (PPSS - Polity Political Sociology
series) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Leonard Vega:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Party and Society (PPSS - Polity Political Sociology series) offer you a new experience in looking at a
book.

Lindsay Washington:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Party and Society (PPSS - Polity Political
Sociology series) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?
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