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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From Jeff Shaara comes the riveting final installment in the
Civil War series that began with A Blaze of Glory and continued in A Chain of Thunder and The Smoke
at Dawn.

November 1864: As the Civil War rolls into its fourth bloody year, the tide has turned decidedly in favor of
the Union. A grateful Abraham Lincoln responds to Ulysses S. Grant’s successes by bringing the general
east, promoting Grant to command the entire Union war effort, while William Tecumseh Sherman now
directs the Federal forces that occupy all of Tennessee.

In a massive surge southward, Sherman conquers the city of Atlanta, sweeping aside the Confederate army
under the inept leadership of General John Bell Hood. Pushing through northern Georgia, Sherman’s
legendary March to the Sea shoves away any Rebel presence, and by Christmas 1864 the city of Savannah
falls into the hands of “Uncle Billy.” Now there is but one direction for Sherman to go. In his way stands the
last great hope for the Southern cause, General Joseph E. Johnston.

In the concluding novel of his epic Civil War tetralogy, Jeff Shaara tells the dramatic story of the final eight
months of battle from multiple perspectives: the commanders in their tents making plans for total victory, as
well as the ordinary foot soldiers and cavalrymen who carried out their orders until the last alarum sounded.
Through Sherman’s eyes, we gain insight into the mind of the general who vowed to “make Georgia howl”
until it surrendered. In Johnston, we see a man agonizing over the limits of his army’s power, and accepting
the burden of leading the last desperate effort to ensure the survival of the Confederacy.

The Civil War did not end quietly. It climaxed in a storm of fury that lay waste to everything in its path. The
Fateful Lightning brings to life those final brutal, bloody months of fighting with you-are-there immediacy,
grounded in the meticulous research that readers have come to expect from Jeff Shaara.

Praise for Jeff Shaara’s new Civil War series

The Fateful Lightning

“Powerful and emotional . . . highly recommended.”—Historical Novels Review

“Outstanding . . . Shaara combines his extensive knowledge of military history with his consummate skill as
a storyteller.”—Booklist

“Readers . . . looking for an absorbing novel will be well rewarded.”—The Clarion-Ledger

“A great accomplishment and a more than fitting conclusion to Shaara’s work on the Civil
War.”—Bookreporter

A Blaze of Glory

“[An] exciting read . . . This novel is meticulously researched and brings a vivid reality to the historical



events depicted.”—Library Journal

“Dynamic portrayals [of] Johnston, Grant and William Tecumseh Sherman.”—The Wall Street Journal

A Chain of Thunder

“Shaara continues to draw powerful novels from the bloody history of the Civil War.”—Kirkus Reviews

“Shaara’s historical accuracy is faultless. . . . The voices of these people come across to the reader as
poignantly clear as they did 150 years ago.”—Historical Novels Review

The Smoke at Dawn

“Beautifully written . . . Shaara once again elevates history from mere rote fact to explosive and engaging
drama.”—Bookreporter

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sharron Marty:

Often the book The Fateful Lightning: A Novel of the Civil War has a lot info on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning
this book.

Sean Lee:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Fateful Lightning: A
Novel of the Civil War that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual
but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you can pick The Fateful Lightning: A Novel of the Civil War become your starter.

Sharon Bradley:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be study. The Fateful Lightning: A Novel of the Civil War can be your answer since it can be read by you
actually who have those short free time problems.

Valarie Chamberlin:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Fateful Lightning: A Novel of
the Civil War is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.
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