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Between 1913 and 1920, the National Woman’s Party (NWP) waged a campaign to write women'’s voting
rightsinto the U.S. Consgtitution. Unlike the more moderate campaign strategies adopted by other woman
suffrage organizations of the Progressive Era, the NWP remained committed to militant agitation—that is,
holding political party leaders responsible for social change and doing so through nontraditional means of
protest. Some of these militant strategies included heckling President Wilson, protesting silently outside the
White House gates, and publicly burning his speechesin “Watch Fires.”

Such militancy resulted in institutional acts of social control including censorship, arrests, beatings, and
force-feedings. And yet, by the end of the woman suffrage movement, the NWP had earned the
endorsements of every major political party, aswell as of prominent politicians (including Wilson), and had
found its name splashed across the front pages of the New Y ork Times, the Washington Post, and the
Chicago Tribune. One Times article even referred to the NWP as the “ suffrage leaders.” Exploring the ways
in which the militant NWP negotiated institutional opposition and secured such a prominent position in
national politics drives the analysis offered in this manuscript.

In light of the NWP' s militant identity and its demonstrated political viability, Belinda A. Stillion Southard
treats the party’ s campaign for woman suffrage as an example of how arelatively powerless group of women
constituted themselves as “ hational citizens’ through rhetoric. To this end, she uses volumes of NWP
discourse, including correspondence, photographs, protests, and publications, to situate the NWP in the
historical and ideological forces of the period, particularly as they are inflected by meanings of nationalism,
citizenship, and social activism. In addition to this project’s historical focus, this study features the critical
concept of political mimesisto help explain the ways in which the NWP mimicked political rhetorics and
rituals to simultaneously agitate and accommaodate members of the political elite.

Taking root in Aristotle’ s notion of mimesis as the process of representation and drawing upon more
postmodern theories that link mimesis to identity-formation, this study demonstrates that the NWP' s mimetic
strategies took multiple forms, including parody and appropriation. Through the rhetoric of political

mimesis, the NWP militantly inserted itself into U.S. politics while it also earned the political legitimacy
needed to assert women'’s citizenship rights. Ultimately, the strength of political mimesis as a strategy of
social change was demonstrated by the ways in which the NWP' s rhetoric circulated within national and
international political discourse and solicited a response from political |eaders, the U.S. news media, and
NWP supporters.
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From reader reviews:
Christine Curnutt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party,
1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication). Try to make the book Militant Citizenship:
Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political
Communication) as your pal. It meansthat it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside
that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you alot
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Kimberly Pratt:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students because they are still students or that for all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical
Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication).
All type of book are you able to see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Irene Forrest:

Reading a e-book tendsto be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in thisworld may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them isthis
Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric
and Political Communication).

Dora Gourley:

The e-book with title Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920
(Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in thise-
book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the



improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. Y ou can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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