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Evolutionary theory is one of the most wide-ranging and inspiring of scientific ideas. It offers a battery of
methods that can be used to interpret human behaviour. But the legitimacy of this exercise is at the centre of
a heated controversy that has raged for over a century. Many evolutionary biologists, anthropologists and
psychologists are optimistic that evolutionary principles can be applied to human behaviour, and have
offered evolutionary explanations for a wide range of human characteristics, such as homicide, religion and
sex differences in behaviour. Others are sceptical of these interpretations. Moreover, researchers disagree as
to the best ways to use evolution to explore humanity, and a number of schools have emerged. Sense and
Nonsense provides an introduction to the ideas, methods and findings of five such schools, namely,
sociobiology, human behavioural ecology, evolutionary psychology, cultural evolution, and gene-culture co-
evolution. In this revised and updated edition of their successful monograph, Laland and Brown provide a
balanced, rigorous analysis that scrutinizes both the evolutionary arguments and the allegations of the critics,
carefully guiding the reader through the mire of confusing terminology, claim and counter-claim, and
polemical statements. This readable and informative introductory book will be of use to undergraduate and
postgraduate students (for example, in psychology, anthropology and zoology), to experts on one approach
who would like to know more about the other perspectives, and to lay-persons interested in evolutionary
explanations of human behaviour. Having completed this book, the reader should feel better placed to assess
the legitimacy of claims made about human behaviour under the name of evolution, and to make judgements
as to what is sense and what is nonsense.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Coury:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Sense and Nonsense: Evolutionary
perspectives on human behaviour book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Sandra Spier:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Sense and Nonsense: Evolutionary perspectives on
human behaviour why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Paul Evans:

This Sense and Nonsense: Evolutionary perspectives on human behaviour is great reserve for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can
claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Sense and Nonsense: Evolutionary perspectives on human behaviour in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Wilma Hogan:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top
list in your reading list is actually Sense and Nonsense: Evolutionary perspectives on human behaviour. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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