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In Every Sep a Lotus, Dorothy Ko embarks on a fascinating exploration of the practice of footbinding in
China, explaining its origins, purpose, and spread before the nineteenth century. She uses women's own
voices to reconstruct the inner chambers of a Chinese house where women with bound feet lived and
worked. Focusing on the material aspects of foothinding and shoemaking--the tools heeded, the procedures,
the wealth of symbolism in the shoes, and the amazing regional variations in style--she contends that
footbinding was a reasonable course of action for awoman who lived in a Confucian culture that placed the
highest moral value on domesticity, motherhood, and handwork. Her absorbing, superbly detailed, and
beautifully written book demonstrates that in the women's eyes, footbinding had less to do with the exotic or
the sublime than with the mundane business of having to live in awoman's body in a man's world.

Footbinding was likely to have started in the tenth century among palace dancers. Ironically, it was meant
not to cripple but to enhance their grace. Its meaning shifted dramatically as it became domesticated in the
subsequent centuries, though the original hint of sensuality did not entirely disappear. This contradictory
image of footbinding as at once degenerate and virtuous, grotesque and refined, is embodied in the key
symbol for the practice--the lotus blossom, being both a Buddhist sign of piety and a poetic allusion to
sensory pleasures.

Every Sep a Lotus includes amost one hundred illustrations of shoes from different regions of China,
material paraphernalia associated with the customs and rituals of foothinding, and historical images that
contextualize the narrative. Most of the shoes, from the collection of the Bata Shoe Museum in Toronto,
have not been exhibited before. Readers will come away from the book with aricher understanding of why
footbinding carries such force as a symbol and why, long after its demise, it continuesto exercise a powerful
grip on our imaginations.

A Copublication with the Bata Shoe Museum
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From reader reviews:
Virgie Tauber:

Often the book Every Step a Lotus: Shoes for Bound Feet will bring that you the new experience of reading a
new book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this
book very suitable to you. The book Every Step a Lotus: Shoes for Bound Feet is much recommended to you
to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Gayle Meek:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to
fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Every Step a Lotus. Shoes for Bound Feet can
be fine book to read. May beit is usually best activity to you.

Ricardo Donaldson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled Every Step a Lotus: Shoes for Bound Feet the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get previous to. The Every Step a Lotus. Shoes for Bound Feet giving you a different experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better lifein this particular era. So now
let us teach you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Na Urquhart:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Every Step a Lotus: Shoes for Bound Feet why
because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually.
Theinside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.
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